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Russian President Vladimir Putin congratulates U.S, President-elect 
Donald Trump's choice for Secretary of State, Rex Tillerson, upon re- 
ceiving Russia's Order of Friendship in 2013 


Another plum for Putin 


Trump’s Secretary of State choice has huge 
conflict of interest on Russian sanctions 


By Brad Plumer 

(Vox)—There’s plenty to say 
about Donald Trump tapping 
Exxon Mobil CEO Rex Tillerson 
to be his secretary of state. But 
one eyebrow-raising angle here 
is that Exxon has potentially bil- 
lions of dollars at stake in one of 
the biggest foreign policy decisions 
Trump will consider over the next 
few years — whether to maintain 
sanctions on Russia. 
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Exxon, the world’s largest oil 
company, has long had its eye on 
Russia’s vast oil and gas deposits. 
Between 2011 and 2013, Exxon 
signed a series of deals with the 
Russian state-owned oil giant Ros- 
neft to explore the Black Sea, de- 
velop shale resources in western 
Siberia, and — most importantly 
— drill for oil in the Arctic, one of 
the biggest untapped fossil fuel re- 
sources left in the world. 

For Exxon, which famously 
missed out on the massive US 
fracking boom, these deals were 
crucial for the company’s future. 
“Arctic oil in particular would’ve 
been a game changer for Exxon,” 
says Fadel Gheit, an oil analyst at 
Oppenheimer & Co. It was suppos- 
ed to be a decades-long investment 
worth many billions. 

But Exxon’s activities ground to 
a halt in 2014, after the Obama ad- 
ministration slapped sanctions on 
Russia’s oil industry over Russian 
incursions into Ukraine. Despite 
having just made a landmark oil 
discovery in the Kara Sea, Exxon 
was forced to stop work, and Arctic 
exploration faded. 

At the time, Tillerson told share- 
holders that he was opposed to tar- 
geted sanctions on Russia: “We do 
not support sanctions, generally, 
because we don’t find them to be 
effective unless they are very well 
implemented comprehensively,” 
he said in May 2014. His new boss 
appears to agree: Reince Priebus, 
Trump’s incoming chief of staff, re- 
cently said Trump was not yet sure 
whether he’d keep those Russian 
sanctions in place. 

The potential conflicts of inter- 
est here are considerable: Tillerson 
himself owns $218 million in Exx- 
on stock and a pension reportedly 
worth $70 million, though it’s not 


Cont. on P. 5 


Христос Раждається! 
Славім Його! 


Nativity by Dominika Koziak 


Dominika Koziak is a Ukrainian-Polish artist from Edmonton. She learned 
Iconography at the Prosopon School of Iconology in New York. She accepts 
commissions for Icons, and sells her work from the ACUA Gallery. She can be 
reached at dominikakoziak@hotmail.com. 
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Let us Glorify Him! 


edmonton@plast.ca 


www.plastedmonton.org | 


МЗС: Росія вчинила агресію, 
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і відповідальна за наслідки 


(Радіо Свобода) - 
Міністерство закордонних справ 
України заявило, що Росія вчи- 
нила агресію проти України, є 
стороною міжнародного зброй- 
ного конфлікту на українських 
теренах і відповідальна за його 
жертви і наслідки. 

У заяві з нагоди 42-ї річниці 
ухвалення Генеральною 
асамблеєю ООН резолюції «Виз- 
начення агресії» (3314 (ХХІХ)) 
МЗС наголошує, що окупація та 
подальша спроба анексії Росією 
Автономної республіки Крим 
та міста Севастополя, а також 
протиправні дії Росії на Донбасі 
цілковито підпадають під визна- 
чення агресії відповідно до цієї 
резолюції. 

«Такі дії є важким злочином 
проти міжнародного миру, який 
тягне за собою  міжнародно- 
правову відповідальність 
Російської Федерації як держа- 
ви та міжнародну кримінальну 
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відповідальність її найвищого 
керівництва», - наголошено в 
заяві. 

Як наголосили в Києві, Росія є 
стороною міжнародного зброй- 
ного конфлікту, що наразі триває 
на теренах України, і політичне 
та військове керівництво Росії 
несе повну відповідальність за 
його планування, підготовку, 
розв'язування та ведення, а та- 
кож за спричинені ним численні 
людські жертви, завдані 
матеріальні збитки і руйнування. 

«Третій рік російської 
військової агресії продовжує 
нести біль і страждання 
багатонаціональному народові 
України. Загальна кількість 
жертв цієї неоголошеної війни в 
серці Європи перевищує 10 ти- 
сяч осіб», - нагадано в заяві. 

«Жодні міркування 
політичного, економічного чи 
військового характеру не мо- 
жуть слугувати  виправданню 
віроломної російської агресії, а 
війна не може бути засобом ве- 
дення політики у ХХІ сторіччі», 
- заявили в МЗС. 

Міністерство також заявило, 
що Київ розраховує на поси- 
лення міжнародного тиску на 
Росію задля припинення агресії, 
повного виведення з території 


України регулярних збройних 
сил Росії, підконтрольних їй не- 
законних збройних формувань 
і найманців, зброї та військової 
техніки, яка була розміщена на 
території Автономної республіки 
Крим та міста Севастополя чи 
незаконно передана угрупован- 
ням «ДНР» 1 «ЛНР», що визнані 
терористичними, i  скасуван- 
ня всіх актів, що мають на меті 
«легалізацію» спроби анексії 
Кримського півострова, а також 
задля його подальшої деокупації. 

«Лише відновлення контролю 
України над всією протяжністю 


свого | державного кордону, 
гарантування суверенітету, 
територіальної цілісності 1 


незалежності нашої держави є 
запорукою міжнародного миру і 
безпеки», - наголошено в заяві 
МЗС України. 

Росія, що здійснила агресію 
проти України у Криму, а потім 
на частині Донбасу, заперечує 
це. У Москві події Революції 
гідності в Україні називають 
«незаконним державним пере- 
воротом», російську окупацію 
Криму «відновленням історичної 
справедливості», а агресію Росії 
проти України на частині Дон- 
басу - «внутрішньоукраїнським 
конфліктом». 


Канадський генерал відвідав 
г рідне село в Україні 


(іргез5.ма) "Командувач | Су- | 
хопутними військами Канади 
генерал-лейтенант Пол Винник 
підчас візиту до України відвідав 
село Поздимир на Львівщині, 
звідки походять його предки. 
Про це сам Винник повідомив на 
своїй сторінці у мережі Twitter. 

"Був радий відвідати міста По- 
здимир та Радзванці, де жили мої 
предки. Дякую Bam”, - написав 
Винник. 

Своєю чергою посол Канади 
в Україні Роман Ващук додав у 
Twitter, що директор сільської 
школи у  Поздимирі передав 
Винникові кілька документів 13 
історії його родини. 
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Генерал-лейтенант Пол Винник 


села, пише "Укрінформ", гене- 
рал також зустрівся із началь- 
ником Національної академії 
сухопутних військ імені геть- 
мана Петра Сагайдачного Пав- 
лом Ткачуком та канадськими 
військовослужбовцями, які про- 
ходять службу в Україні у рамках 
тренувальної місії UNIFIER. 

Відомо, що до свого призна- 
чення на посаду командувача 
сухопутних військ Пол Винник 
очолював воєнну розвідку Кана- 
ди. За освітою він - військовий 
інженер, служить у ЗС Канади 
із 1981 року. У 2009-му брав 
участь у війні в Афганістані у 
складі Багатонаціонального ко- 
мандування безпеки як помічник 
командувача, відповідального 
за | формування | афгансько- 
го міністерства оборони та 
національної армії. 

Призначення  Винника  ста- 
ло найвищим досягненням 
українських канадців у Cyxo- 
путних військах Канади. Во- 
дночасє, щонайменше три члени 
української громади отримували 
найстарше генеральське звання у 
канадських ВИС. 
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CUFTA unanimously 
passes Second Reading 


By Marco Levytsky 

Second Reading on ratification 
of the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement (CUFTA) was passed 
unanimously with 303 votes in 
favour and none opposed in the 
House of Commons December 13. 

The bill now goes to the Inter- 
national Trade Committee were it 
will be reviewed before coming 
back for Third and Final Reading 
in Parliament. 

“We are one step closer to be- 
ing able to reap the benefits of 
the Canada-Ukraine Free Trade 
Agreement, which will generate 
opportunities for Canadians and 
Ukrainians alike. It will boost our 
economies, spur innovation, and 
strengthen the middle class and 
those working hard to join it,” 
Chrystia Freeland, Minister of 
International Trade told Ukrainian 
News the following day. 

During the three-hour debate that 
preceded the vote several speak- 
ers noted the benefits that the deal 
would bring both countries. 

Liberal Kevin Lamoureux (Win- 
nipeg North), Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Leader of the Govern- 
ment in the House of Commons, 
said Canada’s current trading re- 
lationships with Ukraine today is 
relatively modest today, ranking as 
Canada’s 54th largest mechanise 
trade partner. “Nevertheless, there 
are notable opportunities for Can- 
adian businesses in sectors such as 
agriculture, agrifood, fish, seafood, 
aerospace, defence, education, oil, 
and gas,” he said. 

“We have a great deal of room 
to expand the amount of trade be- 
tween the two countries, but we 
also need to go beyond that. We 
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Chrystia Freeland, 


should confer with stakeholder 
groups like the Canadian Ukrain- 
ian Congress or individuals within 
our constituencies, where there is 
no shortage of ideas and thoughts 
as to how Canada and Ukraine can 
deepen their relationship, a rela- 
tionship based on respect,” added 
Lamoureux, who also serves as 
Deputy Secretary of the Canada- 
Ukraine Parliamentary Friendship 
Group (CUPFG). 

Etobicoke-Centre Liberal MP 
and Chair of the CUPFG Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj noted that the 
agreement is of critical importance 
at a time Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin has militarily invaded 
Ukraine and shut down trade with 
the country. 

“Tt is a clear statement of support 
by Canada for Ukraine at a time of 
Kremlin military aggression and 
economic war. It is not just a re- 
affirmation of our government’s 
policy with respect to free trade, it is 


Diotte’s Tatar 


Genocide Bill 


defeated in Second Reading 
5 Liberals bolt party ranks to support it 


By Marco Levytsky 

Conservative MP Kerry Diotte’s 
Private Member’s Bill proposing 
to condemn the Soviet Union’s 
1944 deportation of 200,000 
Crimean Tatars as a genocide to 
be commemorated every May 18 
was defeated 160-137 on Second 
Reading in the House of Commons, 
December 13. 

It was supported by ll 
Opposition MPs, but opposed by 
most of the governing Liberals. 

Five Liberals broke party ranks 
to support the bill — Etobicoke- 
Centre MP and Chair of the 
Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Friendship Group (CUPFG) Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, as well as CUPFG 
Vice Chairs James Maloney 
(Etobicoke-Centre) and Arif 
Virani (Parkdale High Park) and 
CUPFG Members Peter Fonseca 
(Mississauga East-Cooksville) 
and Robert-Falcon Ouellette 
(Winnipeg-Centre). 

Among the Liberals who 
weren’t present for the vote were 
International Trade Minister 
Chrystia Freeland, and CUPFG 
Director Don Rusnak. 

“Justin Trudeau and the Liberals 
confirmed that they care more about 
making friends with Vladimir Putin 
than standing up for Ukrainians 
and Crimean Tatars,” said Diotte, 
MP for Edmonton Griesbach and a 


Kerry Diotte 


Director of the CUPFG, following 
the vote. 

In 1944, Josef Stalin ordered 
the entire Crimean Tatar nation 
deported to Central Asia. The 
Crimean Tatars were dragged from 
their homes in the dead of night, 


packed into cattle cars, and shipped i 


thousands of kilometres away. The 


deportation is known as Siirgiinlik | 


in the Crimean Tatar language. 
They were left without food, 
water or shelter. Thousands died, 
and the survivors were banned from 
speaking their language, practising 
Cont. on P. 15 


Vegreville’s 44th 


PYSANKA FESTIVAL 
July 7~8~9~2017 
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a geopolitical statement of support. 
“Having earlier noted the current 

modest levels of trade, we should 

not dismiss the opportunities that 
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the agreement affords the business з Days ої Music, Song, Danee, Folk Arts Є Food 
communities of both countries, J 

especially for small and medium- www.pysankafestival.com 

sized businesses. Ukraine, with info@pysankafestival.com 


its free trade association with the 
European Union, can be the entry 
point for Canadian low-cost capital 
investment and low manufacturing 
costs on the European continent, 
a de facto gateway into the Euro- 
pean market. Canada can become 
a gateway for nascent small and 
medium-sized Ukrainian business- 
es to expand and invest in Canada 
as an entry point into the North 
American market,” he stated. 
Conservative James Bezan (Sel- 
kirk—Interlake—Eastman) and 
Vice Chair of the CUPFG) noted 
that the CUFTA will “open the 
door for more commerce, more 
prosperity, and more opportunity 
for individuals and companies in 
Ukraine and those in Canada who 
want to do business with Ukraine.” 
“Often we assume that it is 
people in Canada of Ukrainian 
heritage who are going to go over 
there and do business, but there is 
huge potential for all sorts of sec- 
tors to go over there and open the 
door. There is energy and gas ex- 
ploration and development. The 
agricultural fields of Ukraine are 
tremendous. It is often called the 
bread basket of Europe. We know 
that if we can go over there and 
help them with infrastructure, 
transportation, genetics, and new 
farming technologies, they will be 


Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year! 
Найщиріші 

вітання з Різдвом 
Христовим та 
Новим Роком! 


Веселих і 
радісних свят! 


Христос народився! 
Славімо Його! 
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Artist, Myron Levytsky (1913-1993) | Medical Project / Dzherelo 
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Коаліція «Справедливість за- 
ради миру на Донбасі» 

Під час війни на Донбасі, 
окрім випадків тяжких пору- 
шень прав людини — позасудо- 
вих страт, тортур та незаконного 
утримання у місцях несвободи, 
зафіксовані також непоодинокі 
випадки злочинів проти мирного 
населення. Так, зокрема, важли- 
ве місце серед подібних проблем 
займає знищення нерухомого 
майна жителів ураженого зброй- 
- ним конфліктом Донбасу. 

Харківська правозахисна гру- 
па, що входить до складу Коаліції 
«Справедливість заради миру на 
Донбасі», провела моніторинг, 
під час якого збирала, докумен- 
тувала та обробляла інформацію 
про злочини, скоєні від початку 
війни. Зокрема, правозахисники 
з'ясовували, яку частку зруйно- 
ваних житлових об'єктів було 


відновлено, які для цього за-: 
лучалися фінансові ресурси, чи 


було належно задокументовано 
завдані збитки 

Під час моніторингу доку- 
ментатори здійснили сім візитів 
до населених пунктів, розта- 
шованих на лінії зіткнення. 
Правозахисники спілкувалися 


з місцевими жителями, які по- 
страждали від обстрілів, із ро- 
дичами людей, які загинули 
внаслідок збройного протисто- 
яння, колишніми полоненими 
та іншими постраждалими від 
війни. 

У результаті моніторингу вда- 
лося зібрати інформацію щодо 
понад 1000 випадків знищення 
будинків внаслідок обстрілів. 
Практично всі місцеві доро- 
ги було зруйновано кулями та 
вибухівкою, а також через рух 
тяжкої артилерії. 

В окремих населених пунктах, 
підконтрольних урядові України, 
взагалі не працюють поштові 
відділення, а телекомунікації 
функціонують з перебоями, 
що неабияк утруднює роботу 
органів місцевого самовряду- 
вання. Подекуди у містах і селах 
немає місцевих представників 
поліції. Через це жителі, чиє 
житло було зруйноване, навіть 
не можуть звернутися до правоо- 
хоронних органів, щоб відкрити 
кримінальне провадження. 

Окрім цього, значна части- 
на сільськогосподарських угідь 
стала непридатною для викори- 
стання через ушкодження орного 


шару грунту обстрілами та бом- 
бардуваннями. 

Ще гірші справи на тимча- 
сово окупованих територіях 
Донецької області. Тут за час 
війни було зруйновано ado 
ушкоджено понад 2,5 тисячі 
об'єктів житлової та соціальної 
сфери. З них наразі відновлено 
лише 366 об'єктів. Ще 10 тисяч 
житлових будинків у двадця- 
ти населених пунктах серйозно 
постраждали під час збройного 
протистояння. 

Здебільшого власники приват- 
них будинків змушені самостійно 
займатися реконструкцією 
пошкодженої нерухомості. Схо- 
жа ситуація 1 на окупованій 
частині Луганщини. 

На частині Луганської області, 
що | контролюється | урядом 
України, було знищено в сумі 
близько 9 тисяч об'єктів - із 
них 7 тисяч житлових будинків, 
понад 400 доріг, 30 мостів, 90 
закладів охорони здоров'я, 100 
шкіл, 250 об'єктів інженерних 
мереж та майже 80 культур- 
них і спортивних інституцій. 
Деякі школи та заклади охорони 
здоров'я вже відновлені. Однак 
станом на серпень 2016 року 


Кредитова Спілка Будучність 


Христос Pogubca! 
Славімо Його! 


Рада Директорів та адміністрація 
Кредитової Спілки Будучність щиро 
вітають всю українську громаду з 
Різдвяними Святами та Новим Рокомі 


Visit your local BCU branch + TEL: 1-800-461-5941 - www.buduchnist.com 


Website: www.dniprochoir.com 
Email: info@dniprochoir.com 
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PyiiHYBAHHA HA ДОНБАСІ У ЦИФРАХ 


Обстріляний будинок у Щасті, Луганщина 


ще майже 6 тисяч будинків усіх 
форм власності залишалися зни- 
щеними або ушкодженими. 

У результаті обстрілів і боїв у 
місці було ушкоджено 77 бага- 
токвартирних будинків, 595 при- 
ватних будинків, 5 шкіл, 4 дит- 
садки, міську лікарню та ПТУ. 

Руйнування торкнулися 61 
приватного будинку, школи та 
двоповерхового  багатоквартир- 
ного будинку, а також двох мостів 
i понад 700 метрів дорожнього 
покриття. На їхнє відновлення 
знадобиться майже 6 мільйонів 
гривень, з яких сьогодні освоєно 
тільки близько 600 тисяч гри- 
вень. 

Іншою серйозною загрозою, 
що нависла над Новогродським, 


"є ймовірність екологічної ката- 


строфи. Натериторії села працює 
компанія Inkor & Со - виробник 
нафталіну та фенолу. Токсичні 
карбонатні відходи зберігаються 
у шламонакопичувачах та ре- 
зервуарах, що утруднює прохід 
води через греблю. 2015 року 
дамбу та вододренажну систе- 
му, яка підтримує певний рівень 
води у резервуарах із токсични- 
ми відходами, було пошкоджено 
внаслідок обстрілів. 


Разом з колядою желаєм Вам щиро, 


Щоб Вам все було весело й мило. 
Щасти Вам, Боже, а Ваша хата 


На щастя й радість хай буде багата, 
ргабрі хай приходить з кожного боку. 


Веселих Свят 
і щасливого Нового року! 


Wishing you all the joys and happiness 


of the Christmas Season. 


Ukrainian DNIPRO Ensemble of Edmonton 


Irena Szmihelsky, Artistic Director 
Gloria Zaharia, Assistant Conductor 
Susan Romaniuk, Choir President 


Irena Tarnawsky, Accompanist 


«Хай на небі зірка ясно засіяє, 
а воля в Україну нехай поспішає.» 


Під час обстрілів постраж- 
дало 24 приватні будинки, 
будівля сільської ради, багаток- 
вартирний будинок, школа ми- 
стецтв та філіал Артемівського 
професійного аграрного ліцею. 
Будівля | місцевого  медично- 
го центру Ta акушерського 
відділення знищена повністю. 


Крім того, важка військова 
(техніка | знищила | тут 5,5 
кілометрів доріг, а міни Ta 


фортифікації зробили непридат- 
ними для використання понад 
100 гектарів землі. 

На початку серпня 2014 року 
у селі близько 200 місцевих 
жителів постраждали від 
обстрілів БМ-30 «Смерч», що 
спрямовувалися в основному на 
базу батальйону «Воля» (Львів), 
яка розташовувалася поряд із 
селом. Кілька пострілів влучи- 
ли у склад боєприпасів, що при- 
звело до потужних вибухів. Тоді 
внаслідок обстрілів постражда- 
ло 140 будинків, більшість з яких 
досі залишаються понищеними. 

У результаті  бомбардуван- 
ня блокпосту, розташованого 
в селищі, було підірвано і міст 
через річку Сіверський  До- 
нець. Одна з бомб влучила у 
центр Станиці Луганської, в 
результаті чого загинуло 9 лю- 
дей, серед яких була 5-річна ди- 
тина. Ще 11 осіб отримали по- 
ранення, п'ятеро - тяжкі. Було 
знищено близько 100 житлових 
будинків, школу, будівлю район- 
ного управління освіти, кілька 
будинків, автостанцію та дороги. 


Коаліція «Справедливість 
заради | миру Ha Донбасі» 
займається | документуванням 


злочинів, скоєних під час зброй- 
ного конфлікту на сході України. 
Кожне свідчення про порушен- 
ня прав людини впливає на те, 
наскільки швидко їх винуватців 
притягнуть до відповідальності 
- у тому числі міжнародні орга- 
ни юстиції, 

Кожен з нас може допомогти 
відновити справедливість і мир 
на Донбасі. Якщо вам відома 
інформація про випадки незакон- 
ного затримання чи позбавлення 
волі на Донбасі - будь ласка, 
заповніть спеціальну захище- 
ну форму на сайті Коаліції. Без 
вашої письмової згоди Коаліція 
не публікуватиме та не пере- 
даватиме отриманої інформації 
третім особам. 
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Another plum for Putin 


Cont. from P. 1 


clear what he’ll do with those in- 
vestments once he joins the Trump 
administration. What we do know 
is that Tillerson could soon find 
himself in a position of influence 
over the sanctions question — and 
that lifting them would be a boon to 
Exxon. It’s conceivable Tillerson 
could stay impartial and judge the 
issue purely on its policy merits, 
but this conflict will be looming in 
the background. З 

The issue is also of utmost inter- 
est to Russian President Vladimir 
Putin (not to mention those keep- 
ing an eye on global warming). If 
those sanctions aren’t lifted, and if 
Russia can’t lure back Western oil 
companies, then the country is fa- 
cing an inexorable decline in its oil 
and gas production in the coming 
years — which, if handled poorly, 
could devastate the government 
budget and the economy. In a lot of 
ways, Putin and Exxon need each 
other. And Tillerson is now in the 
middle. 

Exxon Mobil has been interest- 
ed in Russia ever since the 1990s, 
when former CEO Lee Raymond 
tried (and failed) to buy a stake in 
the Russian energy giant Yukos. 
During that period, Tillerson was 
overseeing an Exxon oil and gas 
project on Russia’s Sakhalin island 
and reportedly came to know Putin 
well during that time. 

Tillerson took the helm of Exxon 
in 2006, at a time when global oil 
prices were rising and many of the 
easiest-to-drill fields around the 
world were already developed. In- 
creasingly, energy companies were 
looking to new frontiers like Rus- 
sia, which lacks the technology 
to develop all of its fields and has 
more than $8.2 trillion in untapped 
oil and gas, according to Bloomb- 
erg, particularly in the icy Arctic. 
For its part, Russia needed Western 
expertise to develop these resour- 
ces. 

Other Western companies, in- 
cluding Chevron and ВР, tried to 
pitch themselves as the answer to 
Russia’s woes. But it was Tillerson 
and Exxon that finally managed to 
ink a series of deals with Rosneft to 
explore for oil in the Black Sea, to 
exploit shale resources in western 
Siberia, and to develop three fields 
in the Kara Sea in the Arctic— a re- 
gion that Rosneft says holds more 
oil than the entire Gulf of Mexico. 

Exxon and Rosneft invested $3.2 
billion in the Kara Sea project — 
with the hope that this bet would 
eventually be repaid many times 
over. The next year, Putin awarded 
Tillerson Russia’s Order of Friend- 
ship medal for his company’s oil 
work in the country. 

But everything hit a snag in 2014 
after Russian forces moved into 
Ukraine and annexed Crimea. In 
response, the Obama administra- 
tion put in place US sanctions on 
Russia’s oil and gas industry that 
forbid technology transfers and 
told Exxon it was to halt all off- 
shore drilling work with Rosneft 
by the end of September. 

The timing was brutal for Exxon: 
The company was in the process of 
successfully drilling its first well in 
Block 1 of the Kara Sea — a dis- 
covery worth an estimated 750 mil- 
lion barrels of oil. Igor Sechin, the 
CEO of Rosneft and a close Putin 
ally, had christened the field “Po- 
beda,” or Victory. 

Although Tillerson was opposed 
to the sanctions, Exxon did not 
fight the policy (apart from asking 
for a short extension to wind down 


its affairs). The company ended its 
work in the Kara Sea in late Sep- 
tember and left the country. Ros- 
neft has put its Arctic exploration 
on hold. 

It’s still unclear what Donald 
Trump plans to do about US sanc- 
tions on Russia. But he’s certainly 
offered hints that he’d seriously 
consider lifting them. “If we can 
make a great deal for our country 
and get along with Russia, that 
would be a tremendous thing. І 
would love to try it,” he said in 
April. In December, when asked 
about sanctions directly, Trump’s 
chief of staff cryptically said, “You 
have to just wait and see.” 

For Russia, the lifting of sanc- 
tions would be a huge win. The 
country is currently one of the 
world’s largest producers of crude, 
pumping out 10 million barrels per 
day (about 10 percent of global 
supply). But its older fields are in 
decline, and the country is unlikely 
to sustain current levels of produc- 
tion past 2020 unless it develops 
its untapped fields, a recent report 
from the Wilson Center found. 
Given that oil and tax revenues 
fund half of Russia’s national 
budget, a long-term decline would 
have severe repercussions for the 
country, perhaps even risking pol- 
itical instability. 

To avoid that fate, Russia desper- 
ately needs to bring back Western 
companies with the expertise to 
drill in unconyentional areas. “If 
Russia could do this all by itself, 
without Western help, they already 
would’ye done it,’ says Edward 
Chow, a longtime industry veteran 
who is now an energy policy ex- 
pert at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. “But they 
can’t.” : 

If Trump ends up lifting the sanc- 
tions, Exxon is likely to resume its 
Arctic exploration with Rosneft in 
short order, said Exxon Mobil’s 
head of operations in Russia, Glenn 
Waller, in April. And the company 
is unlikely to be deterred by current 
low oil prices. “Exxon realizes this 
is a long-term decision, and they 
need to be patient,’ says Gheit. 
“We’re talking about hundreds of 
billions of dollars in investment 
over the next 30 to 40 years.” 

Exxon would also likely resume 
its exploration for oil in the Black 
Sea — and try to tap the untapped 
shale formations in western Siber- 
ia. “They’d basically try to, bring 
some of the tight oil techniques 
perfected in the United States into 
Russia,” says Chow. 

For Exxon, the stakes are also 
high. The company currently has 
proven reserves of nearly 25 bil- 
lion barrels of oil equivalent. But 
it needs to keep adding to those 
reserves to keep share prices high, 
and it’s struggled to do so since 
2006. The company was late to the 
shale boom sweeping the United 
States — and when it finally tried 
to get ihto the action, it overpaid 
in 2010 for a shale gas company, 
XTO. 

Russia is one of the few big priz- 
es still available for Exxon. “The 
Arctic is the equivalent of shale in 
the US — and they’d be the first 
company to claim they had poten- 
tial there,” says Gheit. “It’s abso- 
lutely very important to them.” 

The resumption of Arctic drill- 
ing would also have potentially 
large ramifications for climate 
change. If the world wants to keep 
global warming below 2°C, the 
internationally agreed-on goal, it 
needs to sharply reduce fossil fuel 
use. The opening up of a vast new 


reservoir — by some accounts, 20 
percent of the world’s undiscoy- 
ered oil and gas lie in the Arctic 
— could make those efforts much 
more difficult. is 

Yet there’s little indication that 
this would be a big consideration 
for Tillerson. While he has agreed 
that climate change is real, he has 
scoffed at efforts to reduce oil and 
gas use. “To say that you’re addict- 
ed to oil and natural gas,” he once 
told Fortune magazine, “seems to 
me to say you’re addicted to eco- 
nomic growth.” 

Now, to be clear: We still don’t 
know if Tillerson will lobby to lift 
sanctions as secretary of state — let 
alone that he would do so solely to 
help Exxon. He hasn’t said any- 
thing on the subject since being 
picked. And the Trump adminis- 
tration has been hinting about re- 
moving sanctions since long before 
Tillerson was announced. 

But the conflict will very much 
hang in the air: Tillerson has 
worked at Exxon his entire adult 
life, and his retirement plan is tied 
up in the company’s fortunes un- 
less he sells off his assets. When 
his nomination comes before the 
Senate next year, Democrats and 
Republicans alike will have every 
reason to question whether he can 
really be impartial on this issue. 
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Of all of President-elect Donald Trump’s actions preced- 
ing his inauguration, none is more ominous for Ukraine than 
the decision to nominate Exxon Mobile CEO Rex Tillerson 
as Secretary of State. 

When you include Exxon’s corporate holdings in Russia, 
Tillerson’s personal stake in Exxon stock, and the extremely 
cozy relations the tycoon enjoys with Russia’ dictator Vladi- 

_mir Putin, you end up with conflicts of interest that are not 
only colossal, but of historically unprecedented proportions. 
Just to name a few: 

» Exxon has a potential $500 billion at stake in a mas- 
sive exploration partnership with the Russian govern- 
ment’s oil company Rosneft in one of the many deals 
Tillerson worked out with Putin. The Obama admin- 
istration blocked the deal when it imposed sanctions 
against Russia for its intervention in Ukraine. 

* Exxon owns drilling rights on 63.7 million acres of Rus- 
sian land. This is five times as much territory as it leases in 
the United States itself. 

» Between 2011 and 2013, Exxon signed a series of deals 
with Rosneft to explore the Black Sea, develop shale resour- 
ces in western Siberia, and — most importantly — drill for 
oil in the Arctic, one of the biggest untapped fossil fuel re- 
sources left in the world. According to Blooomberg these 
deals can bring in an estimated more than $8.2 trillion in 
untapped oil and gas. Russia lacks the technology to develop 
these on its own. 

» Tillerson himself owns $218 million in Exxon stock and 
a pension reportedly worth $70 million. 

- Putin has awarded Tillerson Russia’s Order of Friend- 
ship medal for his company’s oil work in the country. 

Just before the U.S Senate adjourned on December 12, 
Exxon Mobil successfully lobbied against the implementa- 
tion of the STAND for Ukraine Act which would have en- 
shrined President Barrack Obama’s sanctions against Russia 
for five years. This gives Trump and Tillerson a free hand to 
remove them as soon as they take power. 

When Tillerson’s voice is added to that of National Se- 
curity Adviser Michael T. Flynn, another pro-Russian syco- 
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An appeal to Ukrainian Americans: Stop Tillerson 


phant, and Trump himself, Defense Secretary James N. Mat- 
tis, the one Trump nominee who has a realistic view of the 
danger an aggressive Russia poses for world peace, will find 
himself in a very lonely corner indeed. 

But fortunately, the United States — unlike Canada — has 
a separation of power between the legislative and executive 
branches of government and all cabinet nominees must meet 
with Senate approval. This is where a concerted effort could 
still prevent Tillerson from assuming his duties. Who knows, 
if Tillerson’s appointment is blocked, maybe Trump will, 
after all, nominate Mitt Romney, whose position regarding 
Russia is 180 degrees opposite to Tillerson’s. During his 
2012 Presidential campaign Romney criticized Obama for 
being too soft on Russia, famously proclaiming that Russia 
was America’s No. 1 “geopolitical threat.” 

The first step in the confirmation process is the Standing 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. That committee can 
hold hearings, vote to move the nomination straight to the 
Senate floor, or move to reject it. There are 10 Republicans 
on that committee and nine Democrats. This ratio is unlikely 
to change following the inauguration of the new Senate on 
January 3 as the Republican majority was whittled down 
from 54 to 52 out ої 100. Just one Republican has to join the 
Democrats to block the nomination. Florida Senator Marco 
Rubio, a strong supporter of Ukraine, may be the one. Ru- 
bio has stated: “The next secretary of state must be someone 
who views the world with moral clarity, is free of potential 
conflicts of interest, has a clear sense of America’s interests, 
and will be a forceful advocate for America’s foreign policy 
goals to the president, within the administration, and on the 
world stage.” 

Normally, should the committee fail to approve the nom- 
inee that’s where it would end. But since Trump has shown 
a notable disdain for following political precedents, he may 
just decide to go ahead with it anyway and send the nom- 


ination to the full Senate where the nomination must be ap- 
proved by a majority. 

If the 44 Democrats and two Independents (one of whom 
is Bernie Sanders, who ran for the Democratic nomination) 
hold firm, you will only need three Republicans to vote 
against Tillerson and here there are plenty of possibilities. 

For one thing, not only does Tillerson have colossal con- 
flicts of interests related to his holdings in a hostile foreign 
power, Trump’s pro-Russia policy is a total rejection of 
nearly a century of historical Republican positions. It is most 
especially a rejection of that icon of American conservatism, 
Ronald Reagan, who effectively brought down the “Evil 
Empire” by escalating the arms race to sucha degree that the 
Soviet Union collapsed under the economic pressure. 

As a starting point of potential Republican opposition to 
Tillerson’s appointment are the 12 Republican Senators who 
joined the 15 Democrats in signing the December 9 letter which 
calls on Trump to maintain the existing sanctions against Rus- 
sia as well as increase military aid to Ukraine, including lethal 
defensive assistance. They are: John McCain (R-AZ), Marco 
Rubio (R-FL), Ron Johnson (R-WI), Cory Gardner (R-CO), 
Pat Roberts (R-KS), John Barrasso (R-WY), Lindsey Graham 
(R-SC), John Boozman (R-AR), Jim Risch (R-ID), Johnny 
Isakson (R-GA), and James Inhofe (R-OK). McCain has been 
even blunter than Rubio, stating he has “concerns about what 
kinds of business we do with a butcher, a murderer, a thug, 
which is exactly what Vladimir Putin is.” 

Other potential Republican opponents of Tillerson may be 
Rob Portman (R-OH) and Pat Toomey, (R-PA) both mem- 
bers of the Senate Ukraine Caucus. 

While we, as Canadians of Ukrainian origin can only watch 
from the sidelines, the Ukrainian American community can 
organize an effective campaign to convince U.S. Senators of 
the imperative need to block Tillerson’s nomination. We are 
therefore appealing to the Ukrainian American community 
to launch such a campaign. It is not only us, but Ukrainians 
worldwide, that are relying on Ukrainian Americans to try to 
stop his nomination because it would mean disaster for all of 
us — and especially for Ukraine. 


Putin wants a new world order. Why would Trump help him? 


By Fareed Zakaria, 
Washington Post, Dec. 15, 2016 
Put his campaign rhetoric, tweets 
and appointments all together, and 
we're getting a sense of U.S. for- 
eign policy under Donald Trump. 
The president-elect has consist- 
ently signaled that he wants to be 
accommodating toward Russia and 
get tough on China. But that sees 
the world almost backward. China 


is, for the most part, comfortable 
with the U.S.-led international sys- 
tem. Russia is trying to препа it. . 
It’s ironic that Mitt Romney has 
been passed over for secretary of 
state just as his key foreign policy 
judgment is being vindicated. 
Romney famously said in 2012 
that Russia was the United States’ 
“No. 1 geopolitical foe.” President 
Obama mocked the claim, and 
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others — myself included — 
thought it was an exaggeration. We 
were wrong; Romney was right. 

Obama’s rationale for contra- 
dicting Romney was that Russia 
was a “regional power,” one in eco- 
nomic decline. That made it a nuis- 
ance but not a grave global threat. 
This is an accurate reading of Rus- 
sia’s position, which has only got- 
ten worse since 2012. The coun- 
try’s economy has actually shrunk 
for two years now. The Economist 
points out that, over the past dec- 
ade, state spending has risen from 
35 percent of gross domestic prod- 
uct to a staggering 70 percent. The 
тибіе has collapsed. The country’s 
sovereign debt is now rated as junk 
by Moody’s. 

But under President Vladimir 
Putin, Russia has found a way to 
assert itself geopolitically, despite 
its economic weakness. It has 
done so by using effectively what 
strength it has, such as its still-for- 
midable military and intelligence 
services as well as its veto in the 
U.N. Security Council. Most am- 
bitiously and devastatingly, it has 
found a way to leverage its strength 
dramatically using cyberwarfare. 

We are now gaining a fuller pic- 
ture of Russia’s use of its power, 
which began years ago, with 
operations in Russia itself, then 
in Georgia, Ukraine, Poland, Ger- 
many and other. European coun- 
tries and, finally, in the United 
States during the last presidential 
campaign. In each case, Moscow 
directed a full-spectrum _ strat- 
egy, including hacking, trolling, 
fake news and counterintelligence 
aimed at discrediting targeted pol- 


iticians, interfering with campaigns 
and tilting elections. These efforts 
are sometimes used in conjunc- 
tion with more traditional military 
force, as in Ukraine and Georgia. 
Observing Russia’s operations 
over the past three years, NATO’s 
former supreme commander, Gen. 
Philip Breedlove, noted this sum- 
mer that Moscow’s growing of- 
fensive efforts “are of a breadth 
and complexity that the [European] 
continent has not seen since the end 
of World War II.” 

China, by contrast, is an econom- 
ic superpower. While growth has 
slowed substantially, it is already, 
by some measures, the world’s 
largest economy. In 1990, China 
was less than 2 percent of global 
GDP; today it is about 15 percent 
(almost 10 times Russia’s share). It 
spends $215 billion on its military, 
according to the Stockholm Inter- 
national Peace Research Institute, 
about three times Russia’s defense 
budget. And its foreign reserves 
total more than $3 trillion, about 
eight times Russia’s. In a tweet this 
month, Donald Trump said that 
he accepted a call from Taiwan’s 
president because the country buys 
billions of dollars of goods from 
the United States. If that’s the met- 
ric, note that last year China bought 
$162 billion of goods and services 
from the United States, about four 
times as much as Taiwan. 

Many people had assumed that, 
given this enormous arsenal of 
strength, China would begin to as- 
sert itself geopolitically. And it has 
done so, especially in Southeast 
Asia. But China has also become a 
status quo power, comfortable with 


the world in which it has grown 
rich, and wary of overturning the 
global system into which it is now 
integrating. So while Trump keeps 
accusing China of devaluing its 
currency, for the last year Beijing 
has been trying to do the opposite. 
It has been spending tens of bil- 
lions of dollars to prop up the yuan 
so that it is seen as a stable and vi- 
able international reserve. Whether 
on climate change or peacekeep- 
ing, China has been willing to play 
a more constructive role in recent 
years than ever before. It also has 
far greater capacity to engage in 
asymmetrical attacks using cyber 
operations than does Russia. And 
it makes extensive use of these 
tactics in military and economic 
espionage. But it has not, so far, en- 
gaged in anything as destabilizing 
as Russia’s efforts to undermine the 
Western democratic order. 

Keep in mind that China’s view 
of the world over the past two 
decades has been fundamentally 
benign, having grown to wealth 
and power in that period. Putin, by 
contrast, believes that the end of 
Soviet communism in 1989 was the 
“greatest geopolitical catastrophe 
of the 20th century” and that Rus- 
sia has been humiliated ever since. 
His goal appears to be to overturn 
the U.S.-created international or- 
der, even if this means chaos. 

The question is, why would an 

American president-elect help 
Moscow achieve that goal? 
Fareed Zakaria writes a foreign 
affairs column for The Post. He 
is also the host of СММ 5 Fareed 
Zakaria GPS and a contributing 
editor for The Atlantic. 
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Exxon Mobil helped defeat | U.S. Congress passes 
Russia sanctions bill 


By Isaac Arnsdorf and Elana Schor 

(Politico Magazine}—Exxon Mobil successfully 
lobbied against a bill that would have made it harder 
for the next president to lift sanctions against Russia, 
clearing the way for the oil giant to restart a program 
worth billions of dollars if Donald Trump eases 
those restrictions as president. 

The company’s effort could be helped by outgoing 
CEO Rex Tillerson, who, if confirmed as secretary 
of state, would be a key adviser on the decision. 

The bill, known as the STAND for Ukraine Act, 
would have converted into law for five years President 
Barack Obama’s measures punishing Russia for 
annexing Crimea, making it more difficult for Trump 
to roll them back. The Senate left town on Monday 
(Dec. 12) without acting on the bill, making it easier 
for Trump to end the sanctions with a stroke of the pen. 

The sanctions forced Exxon to step back from 
a drilling project in Russia’s Arctic, a loss that 
the company valued in a regulatory filing at as 
much as $1 billion. Exxon also lobbied the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee against previous 
bills punishing Russia for the invasion of Ukraine, 
according to a person familiar with the company’s 
efforts on Capitol Hill. 

Exxon’s intervention against the sanctions bill 
could add to concerns among senators — including 
Republicans John McCain, Lindsey Graham and 
Marco Rubio — that Tillerson is too chummy with 
Vladimir Putin. Exxon’s business partner in Russia 
is state-owned Rosneft, led by Igor Sechin, a close 
Putin ally who was sanctioned by the Treasury 
Department in 2014. Tillerson and Putin personally 
concluded the joint venture in 2011. 

In а statement, Exxon spokesman Alan Jeffers said 
the company “sought and provided information” 
about its activities in Russia and Ukraine and 
disclosed its lobbying as required. “Our contacts 
were reported per congressional requirements, but 
were mainly in the first half of 2014,” when the 
Russia Sanctions were first imposed, he added. 

Exxon reportedly raised concerns that the 
implementation of European sanctions against 
Russia, developed in concert with the US. 
restrictions, would give the company’s overseas 
competitors an unfair advantage. 

Russia sanctions have been a key point of 
disagreement between Exxon and U.S. government 
policy in recent years. Exxon and Rosneft collaborate 
on 10 joint ventures in the Russian Arctic, the Black 
Sea and western Siberia. Tillerson has said the 
company would go “back to work” if sanctions are 
lifted in 2017. 

Though Tillerson would come to Trump’s Cabinet 
with no government experience — he has worked 
at Exxon since college — he has some claim to 


“knowing his way around the halls of power from 


having presided over a chain of policy successes 
and one of the capital’s most formidable corporate 
lobbying shops. 

The Washington operation, whose annual budget 
has hovered around $12 million for the past six 
years, is led by Theresa Fariello, who used to work 
for the Energy Department and former Rep. Jerry 
Kleczka (D-Wis.) and was a bundler for Hillary 
Clinton. 

The company also retains former Sen. Don 
Nickles of the Nickles Group, former Hillary 
Clinton appointee and John Kerry aide David Leiter 
of ML Strategies, Teresa Gorman of LPI Consulting, 
and other firms, including Kelley Drye & Warren, 
Capitol Counsel, McGuireWoods Consulting and 
Erst & Young. 

Exxon’s lobbyists агеп'ї bomb-throwers like 
some other fossil-fuel companies’ can be, but they 
are known for being ruthlessly efficient on their 
top issues. When environmental groups began a 
well-funded campaign charging that the oil giant 
fraudulently misled the public and investors about 
its climate change research, Exxon met privately 
with its congressional Democratic critics — while 
publicly lambasting activist groups for selectively 
editing the company’s record. 


“It’s a culture of education, of growth and of 
loyalty,” said a lobbyist who frequently interacts 
with Exxon. “Call it getting what you want, but at 
the end of the day, when you give people this much 
pride and passion in their company, they’re going to 


be good soldiers for you.” 


Exxon lobbyists’ awareness of their own clout}. 
makes them more cautious than some rivals because 
they know how the public or the press might seize 


on any missteps. 


“A movie like ‘Thank You for Smoking’ could 
never be done with ExxonMobil as the subject,” 
one former employee said. “Any company that has 
that kind of profile by definition tends to do things 


very carefully.” 


Exxon often works closely with its trade 
associations, such as the American Petroleum 
Institute, as it did last year when Exxon and the 


test of the industry celebrated the end of the U.S. 


ban on crude oil exports as a rider to the year-end 


government spending deal. 


On Russia sanctions, Exxon sometimes works 
through the U.S.-Russia Business Council, where 
Tillerson used to be a board member. In May, 
the group brought a handful of people who work 
for American companies in Russia, including 


Caterpillar and JPMorgan, to discuss topics 
including sanctions with House Democrats. 
Randi Levinas, the 


lobbied the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
she said. 

The Ukraine bill passed the House anyway 
but stalled in the Senate at the hands of Sen. Bob 
Corker (R-Tenn.), who was also in the running to 
be the nation’s top diplomat. 

The Senate version was introduced Dec. 9, days 
before the chamber adjourned for the year, with 
only Democratic cosponsors. A Corker aide blamed 
a lack of consensus between the administration 
and lawmakers from both parties for the absence 
of bipartisan support in the Senate following 
bipartisan passage in the House. 

Though Exxon’s Washington office typically 
operates without much _ interference from 
headquarters in Irving, Texas, one of Tillerson’s first 
big initiatives as CEO was to review the company’s 
position on climate change. According to the book 
“Private Empire” by journalist Steve Coll, Tillerson 
wanted the company to find a way to conform to 
the scientific consensus on climate change without 
admitting it ever strayed, which could open the 
door to tobacco company-style lawsuits. 

Tillerson’s acceptance of climate science puts him 
at odds with Trump, who has repeatedly question 
man-made global warming. As secretary of state, 
Tillerson would have significant sway over the 
Trump administration’s climate policy, including 
the future of its participation in the United Nations 
pact to cut global emissions, which conservatives 
abhor. Exxon itself backed the Paris climate deal, 
which Trump has said he is still deciding whether 
to cancel. 

Still, Tillerson’s position will not spare him 
a skewering from Democrats, who are eager to 
use his confirmation hearing to confront him on 
Exxon’s record. The New York and Massachusetts 
апогпеуз general are investigating whether Exxon 
downplayed the risks of climate change. 

“I am deeply troubled by Mr. Tillerson’s vocal 
opposition to U.S. sanctions on Russia following 
its illegal invasion, occupation and annexation 
of Crimea, Ukraine, and his close personal 
relationship with Vladimir Putin,” Sen. Ben Cardin 
of Maryland, the ranking Democrat on the Foreign 
Relations Committee, said in a statement. He 
added: “Mr. Tillerson has demonstrated he knows 
the corporate world and can put his shareholders’ 
interests first, but can he be a respected Secretary of 
State that puts the national security interests of the 
American people first? It remains to be seen.” 


U.S.-Russia Business 
Council’s lobbyist, said the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee Democratic staff invited the group 
to weigh in on the sanctions bill. The group also 


global Magnitsky 
rights measure 


By Mike Eckel 

(RFE/RL)—The U.S. Congress has backed legislation giving the president 
new, broader authority to impose sanctions on human rights abusers world- 
wide, building on an earlier law that has infuriated the Kremlin. 

The measure, formally known as the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac- 
countability Act, passed the Senate in a 92-7 vote on December 8 as part ofa 
larger bill that sets euidance for U.S. defense priorities for the coming year. 

The new measure is modeled after the Magnitsky Act, a law passed in 2012 
that punishes Russians deemed by Washington to be rights violators by bar- 
ring them from the United States and freezing any assets they hold'there. 

That law is named for Sergei Magnitsky, a whistle-blowing Russian lawyer 
who helped uncover evidence of a massive tax fraud, He was jailed and later 
died in a notorious Moscow jail. His Supporters, Western governments, and 
international rights groups say he was tortured and denied medical treatment. 

Most of the 39 Russians hit by the 2012 law were accused of being con- 
nected either to Magnitsky’s death in 2009, or the $230 million tax scam 
that he identified while working with the investment firm Hermitage Capital 
Management. 

Incensed by the U.S. law, the Kremlin retaliated in 2012 by banning the 
adoption of Russian children by U.S. citizens and barring some Americans 
from entering Russia. 

The new legislation authorizes the president to impose visa bans, to freeze 
financial assets, or other punitive measures against anyone who targets whis- 
tle-blowers exposing corruption or citizens exercising basic rights like free- 
dom of speech, religion, or assembly. i 

It also targets foreign government officials engaged in “significant corrup- 
tion,” such as illegally acquiring state assets or hiding ill-gotten gains off- 
shore. 

The Senate had passed a stand-alone version of the amendment last year, 
but its fate in the House was uncertain. So its backers, led by Senator Ben 
Cardin (Democrat-Maryland), attached it to the defense bill as a backup, ac- 
cording to one congressional official familiar with the procedure. 

Because the larger defense policy bill, formally known as the National De- 
fense Authorization Act, is a must-pass piece of legislation — since it affects 
U.S. military operations worldwide — outgoing President Barack Obama is 
expected to sign it into law. The House passed the bill earlier this month. 

“Gross violators of human rights and those who engage in serious acts of 
corruption cannot escape the consequences of their actions even when their 
home country fails to act,” Cardin said in a statement. “Visiting the United 
States and using our financial institutions are privileges that should not be 
extended to the worst actors in the international system.” 

The new measure does not single out Russians for special scrutiny, but as 
it made its way through congressional committees, it faced what Magnitsky’s 
family and allies said was a vigorous lobbying campaign, quietly backed by 
the Kremlin, to undermine the widely accepted narrative surrounding the tax 
fraud and Magnitsky’s death. 

The legislation, either as a stand-alone bill or as amendment to the defense 
bill, encountered little opposition. 

The most prominent skeptic in Congress has been Representative Dana 
Rohrabacher (Republican-California), who has traveled to Moscow and re- 
portedly met with representatives of the Russian prosecutor-general’s office, 
and with a close ally of President Vladimir Putin. 

At a House Foreign Affairs subcommittee hearing held a day before the 
vote, Rohrabacher repeated his argument that such human rights legislation 
should not bear Magnitsky’s name, suggesting that might needlessly offend 
or provoke Russia. 

“T think the Russians were mistreated in the Magnitsky case because that 
title of that bill is maybe suggesting that something was done that has not 
been proven yet,” he told the subcommittee on Europe, Eurasia, and Emer- 
ging Threats, of which he is the chairman. 

If the measure does make it into law, it is also unclear whether Obama’s 
successor, Donald Trump, will use the authority once he assumes office on 
January 20. 

Trump has signaled he wants a more conciliatory approach toward Russia, 
and has shown little interest publicly in global human rights issues. 

The defense bill contains other provisions likely to irritate the Kremlin, in- 
cluding a ban on funds for military-to-military contact between the Pentagon 
and the Russian Defense Ministry — a response to Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea and its involvement inthe conflict in eastern Ukraine. 

А related spending measure earmarks $350 million in military and security 

assistance for Ukraine, but half of those funds are contingent on Ukraine do- 
ing more to clean up corruption and waste in its armed forces. The measure 
also authorizes the supply of lethal weaponry, which Ukraine has demanded 
for months to help its forces battling Russia-backed fighters in eastern re- 
gions. 
3, The Obama administration has repeatedly rebuffed calls in Congress, and 
elsewhere, to supply lethal weaponry, which would include antitank missile 
systems, fearing that it would provoke Russia and escalate the fighting in 
eastern Ukraine further. 

The legislation also withholds funding from the Defense Department for 
matters related to Russian surveillance flights over the United States. Those 

flights are authorized under a 2002 agreement known as the Open Skies 
Treaty, but some officials in Washington voiced fear that the Russian flights 
were using a high-tech camera with sensors to significantly boost surveillance 
capabilities. 

The bill requires defense officials to report to Congress that the Russian 
flights wouldn’t violate the treaty before funding is released. 


Христос Раждаєтся! 
СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 
11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, АВ T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: (780) 471-4477 Fax: (780) 477-0617 
E-mail:ucss@shaw.ca Website: www.ucss.info 


Ярослава Трегубова, 
Радіо Свобода 

З часів повалення режиму 
Януковича жодна копійка із 
«золотого мільярда»,  виведе- 
ного за його президенства, не 
повернулася до українського 
бюджету. Про це під час ПІ 
Міжнародної конференції з по- 
вернення активів у Києві заявив 
міністр юстиції Павло Петренко. 
За підрахунками експертів, за 
чотири неповних роки правління 
«попередників» в українців вкра- 
ли до 40 мільярдів доларів. Од- 
нак найбільшою «поразкою» для 
сьогоднішньої України міністр 
вважає відсутність законодав- 
ства, яке б допомогло повернути 


ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 
суспільні послуги серед української громади 


UCSS - а non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
interest of the Ukrainian Community 


UCSS is providing various services: 
¢ counselling and advice 
« information, referral 
* translation and interpretation 
* assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
* parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 


вкрадені гроші. 
За три роки після втечі екс- 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! TOME родео то 


українського бюджету не повер- 
нули жодної копійки з виведе- 
них мільярдних активів, заявив 
міністр юстиції Павло Петренко. 

Українська влада на 
банківських рахунках «клану» 
заарештувала півтора мільярда 
доларів, однак не може поверну- 
ти їх до бюджету, оскільки немає 
закону, за допомогою якого це 
можна було б зробити, зазначає 


Зі світлим празником Різдвяних Свят 
бажаємо радости, щастя та 
кріпкого здоров'я 


міністр. 
«На те є i об'єктивні, i 
суб'єктивні причини. Реальні 


розслідування почали проводити 
лише у цьому році. Український 
парламент, на жаль, через страх 
окремих народних депутатів 
або бажання отримати вигоду 
з цього, не проголосував зако- 
ни, що стосуються цивільної 
конфіскації. І не дав можливості 
прокуратурі протягом кількох 
місяців ці кошти повернути до 
бюджету», - зазначив міністр. 


MARKET DRUGS MEDICAL LTD. 


10203 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta T5J 015 
Ph.: 780-422-1397 ax: 780-426-6179 


May the Spirit of Christmas bring you Peace and 
Happiness now and throughout the New Year. 
ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! СЛАВІМ ЙОГО! 


Self Contained Residence for Seniors 
Незалежна Рениденням для Сеньйорів 


St. Andrew' 5 


Ukrainian Selo 
8025 - 101 Ave., Edmonton 
Ph.: 780-469-4141 


| «5 blocks from St. Andrew's Parish 
* Taxi Service provided to Church 

| ¢ Located on Bus Route 
» Central Court Yard 
« Lounge Areas for Visiting 

| * Seniors Club 

| * Social Activities 


Ukrainian Dnipro 


Senior Citizen's Home | 
11030 - 107 Street, Edmonton | 
Ph.: 780-425-5097 


| 11 block from St. John's Cathedral 
| ° 2 blocks from Shopping Centre 
| | - Near Bus Route 
| | ¢ Chapel in Building 
| | ¢ Lounge Areas for visiting 
» Seniors Club 
| | - Social Activities 
| жжж 
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Rent: 30% бої Total Income 
Рент: 30% від цілої платні 


Dnipro-Selo Housing Society 


Marlene Krokosh - Administrator 


Дніпро-Село Житлове Товариство 
Марлін Крокош - Адміністратор 
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Саме провал закону про 
спецконфіскацію Петренко 
називає найбільшою поразкою 
року в боротьбі з корупцією. 
Відповідний законопроект Вер- 
ховна рада «проігнорувала» 12 
разів, розповідає міністр. 

Ті «корупційні» кошти, які 
ж усе-таки вдалося повернути 
країні за останній два роки, Пе- 
тренко називає «смішними». За 
його словами, ця сума максимум 
сягає кількох десятків тисяч гри- 
вень. 

За три роки у справі щодо 
«грошей Януковича» було до- 
пущено багато помилок, гово- 
рить заступник генпрокурора 
України Євген Єнін. Однак зараз 
слідство зрушило з місця і вже 
до кінця року Генпрокуратура 
розраховує на перші вироки у 
кримінальних процесах, які ма- 
ють стати підставою для повер- 
нення «золотих» запасів Януко- 
вича та його поплічників. 

«Через тиждень ми плануємо 
здійснити візит до Латвії, і це не 
буде візит, коли ми будемо про- 
сити з простягнутою рукою. Ми 
говоримо, що вже маємо щонай- 
менше один вердикт, і якщо не 
до кінця року, то до кінця січня 
- інший, Йдеться про предикатні 
злочини, про 50 мільйонів, які 
вже згадувалися. Ми розуміємо, 
що ці гроші пов'язані, і ця база є 
базою для повернення в подаль- 
шому i цих півтора мільярда», — 
повідомив Єнін. 

Загальний строк повернення 
грошей «сім'ї Януковича», за 
його словами, може зайняти від 
5 до 7 років. 

Крім того, заступник reH- 
прокурора зауважив, що лише 
цього року Генпрокуратура 
передала до суду близько 800 
«корупційних» обвинувальних 
вироків. Це більше, ніж полови- 
на від загальної кількості, пода- 
них сукупно усіма слідчими ор- 
ганами України, зазначив Єнін. 

Карен Грінвей, спеціальний 


«Найбільша проблема в справі Януковича 
- це свідки» - агент ФБР США 


агент | Федерального | бюро 
розслідування США, протягом 
18 місяців розслідує справу сто- 
совно повернення грошей, виве- 
дених з України. За цей час її ко- 
манда зібрала і передала до ГЛУ 
низку доказів. Каже: тривалий 
час агенти не могли налагоди- 
ти комунікацію із українськими 
правоохоронцями, втім, зараз 
спільну мову знайшли. 

За її словами, найбільша про- 
блема у справі - брак свідків: 
українські політики не хочуть 
розповідати, як працювали схе- 
ми Януковича. 


«Ми працюємо, ми 
розраховуємо і на вашу 
співпрацю, нам потрібні до- 


кументи, нам потрібні свідки. 
Наголошу, що найбільша про- 
блема в справі Януковича - це 
свідки, ніхто не готовий дати по- 
казання. І сказати, що так, я був 
присутній, коли формувалася ця 
схема», - зазначила агент. 

В розслідуванні справи втра- 
чено критично багато часу, 
вважає виконавчий директор 
«Центру протидії корупції» 
Дарія Каленюк. За її словами, 
якби правоохоронці використа- 
ли увесь ресурсний потенціал 
одразу після втечі Януковича, то 
сьогодні б мали конкретний ре- 
зультат. 

«Ключова проблема — це 
відсутність достатніх доказів, 
що ці активи, які можна було б 
повернути, злочинного  поход- 
ження. Я кажу як про активи в 
Україні, так і закордонні. Для 
того, щоб їх повертати потрібно 
проводити нормально, компе- 
тентно, неупереджено, фахово і 
швидко кримінальні проваджен- 
ня, збирати докази, передавати їх 
до суду в компетентні органи в 
Україні і за кордоном», - сказала 
Каленюк. 

Завершить розслідування 
щодо повернення «мільярдів 
Януковича» Генпрокуратура має 
у листопаді наступного року. 


Джемілєв: окупанти в Криму 
здійснюють заходи щодо 
зміни демографічної ситуації 


(Радіо Свобода) - Росія 
порушує Женевську конвенцію 
про захист цивільного населен- 
ня і здійснює в анексованому 
Криму воєнні злочини. Про це 
лідер кримськотатарського наро- 
ду Мустафа Джемілєв заявив на 
зустрічі з Генеральним прокуро- 
ром України Юрієм Луценком. 

Джемілєв зазначив, що на 
території Криму «окупан- 
ти здійснюють заходи щодо 
зміни демографічної ситуації», 
повідомляє 10 грудня Facebook- 
сторінка уповноваженого прези- 
дента України в справах кримсь- 
котатарського народу. 


«Відповідно yo статті 49 
Женевської конвенції про за- 
хист цивільного населен- 


ня під час війни зазначені дії 
кваліфікуються як воєнний зло- 
чин», - наголосив Джемілєв. 

Генеральний прокурор 
України Юрій Луценко звернув- 
ся до керівництва прокуратури 
Криму, яка працює при ГПУ, із 
закликом забезпечити формуван- 
ня доказової бази порушень прав 
людини на півострові. 

Верховна Рада України 
офіційно оголосила 20 лютого 


Мустафа Джемілєв 


2014 року початком тимчасової 
окупації Криму i Севастопо- 
ля Росією. 7 жовтня 2015 року 
президент України Петро По- 
рошенко підписав відповідний 
закон. Міжнародні організації 
визнали окупацію i анексію 
Криму незаконними і засудили 
дії Росії. Країни Заходу запро- 
вадили економічні санкції. Росія 
заперечує окупацію півострова 
і називає це «відновленням 
історичної справедливості». 
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McCain: Russian 
election-related 
hacks threaten 

to ‘destroy 
democracy’ 


By Eric Bradner, CNN 

(CNN) —Sen. John McCain on Dec. 18 
said Russian election-related hacks threat- 
en to “destroy democracy” and faulted the 
American response as “totally paralyzed.” 

McCain, the Arizona Republican who 
chairs the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee, again called for a select committee 
to investigate the CIA’s finding that Russia 
hacked Democrats’ emails in a bid to help 
President-elect Donald Trump defeat Hillary 
Clinton. 

“This is the sign of a possible unraveling 
of the world order that was established after 
World War II, which has made one of the 
most peaceful periods in the history of the 
world,” McCain told CNN’s Jake Tapper on 
“State of the Union.” “We're starting to see 
the strains and the unraveling of it, and that 
is because of the absolute failure of Amer- 
ican leadership.” 

“When America doesn’t lead, a lot of other 
bad people do,” he added. 

McCain’s calls so far have been rejected 
by Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
and House Speaker Paul Ryan, who have 
backed investigations but said they want to 
see them conducted through already-existing 
Senate and House committees. 

“This is serious business. If they’re able to 
harm the electoral process, they may destroy 
democracy, which is based on free and fair 
elections,” he said. 

McCain further ratcheted up pressure on 
McConnell Dec. 18 sending a letter to the 
majority leader asking him to allow for a 
Senate select committee to probe Russian 
hacking. 

“Cyber is the rare kind of all-encompass- 
ing challenge for which the Congress’s juris- 
dictional boundaries are an impediment to 
sufficient oversight and legislative action,” 
McCain wrote to McConnell in a letter, co- 
signed by fellow GOP Sen. Lindsey Graham, 
incoming Senate Democratic Leader Chuck 
Schumer and Sen. Jack Reed, the top Demo- 
crat on the Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee. 

“Only a select committee that is time-lim- 
ited, cross-jurisdictional, and purpose-driven 
can address the challenge of cyber,” wrote 
the bipartisan quartet of senators. “We be- 
lieve it is justified by the extraordinary scope 
and scale of the cyber problem.” 

McCain told Tapper on “State of the 
Union” responsibility for cyber-security is 
spread too broadly today. 

“The responsibilities for cyber is spread 
over about four different committees in the 
Senate, and each doing their own thing, 
frankly, is not going to be the most efficient 
way of arriving at a conclusion,” he said. 

In the interview, McCain spoke about the 
Russian hacking — as well as China’s seiz- 
ure of a US underwater drone and the Syr- 
ian government’s slaughter of the citizens of 
Aleppo — in dire terms. 

In making another call for a select com- 
mittee to investigate Russian hacking, Mc- 
Cain mocked President Barack Obama’s 
statement Dec. 16 that he had personally told 
Russian President Vladimir Putin to “cut it 
out.” 

“We need a select committee. We need to 
get to the bottom of this. We need to find out 
exactly what was done and what the implica- 
tions of the attacks were, especially if they 
had an effect on our election,” McCain said. 

“There’s по doubt they were interfer- 
ing and no doubt it was a cyber-attack. The 
question now is how much and what damage 
and what should the United States of Amer- 
ica do? And so far, we’ve been totally para- 
lyzed,” he said. “I’m sure that when Vladi- 
mir Putin was told quote ‘cut it out’ unquote, 
I’m sure that Vladimir Putin immediately 
stopped all cyber-activities. The truth is, they 
are hacking every single day.” 
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U.S. Senators urge Trump to stay firm on Russia sanctions 


(UkrNews)—U.S. Senators Rob Portman 
(R-OH) and Dick Durbin (D-IL), co-chairs 
of the Senate Ukraine Caucus, on Decem- 
ber 9 led a bipartisan group of 27 senators 
to call on President-elect Donald Trump to 
continue America’s tradition of support for 
the people of Ukraine in the face of Russian 
aggression. 

“Tn light of Russia’s continued aggression 
and repeated refusal to respect Ukraine’s 
territorial integrity and sovereign right to 
choose its own destiny, we also renew our 
call for the United States to increase pol- 
itical, economic, and military support for 
Ukraine,” the senators wrote. 

“This includes defensive lethal assistance 
as part of a broader effort to help Ukrain- 
іап5 better defend themselves, deter future 
aggression, and implement key structural 
reforms. Similarly, we believe that Russia’s 
illegal annexation of Crimea should never be 
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accepted, nor should we lift sanctions im- 
posed on Russia for its behavior in eastern 
Ukraine until key provisions of the Minsk 
Agreement are met. Accordingly, U.S. 
leadership on maintaining such transatlantic 
sanctions should remain a priority.” 

Fifteen Democrats and 12 Republicans 
signed the letter. In addition to Durbin and 
Portman, they are: John McCain (R-AZ), 
Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), Marco Rubio (R- 
FL),Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Ron Johnson 
(R-WI), Christopher 5. Murphy (D-CT), 
Cory Gardner (R-CO), Richard Blumenthal 
(D-CT), Pat Roberts (R-KS), Jack Reed (D- 
RI), Christopher A. Coons (D-DE), John Bar- 
га550 (R-WY), Benjamin L. Cardin (D-MD), 
Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Robert P. Casey 
Jr. (D-PA), John Boozman (R-AR), Gary C. 
Peters (D-MI), Jim Risch (R-ID), Jeff Merk- 
ley (D-OR), Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Kirsten 
Gillibrand (D-NY), James Inhofe (R-OK), 


Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Sheldon White- 
house (D-RI), and Robert Menendez (D-NJ) 

The letter was issued hours after Congress 
finalized a massive defense bill that includes 
millions of dollars in military assistance and 
support for Ukraine. 

Trump, who takes office on January 20, 
has signaled he wants a more conciliatory 
approach toward Russia and cast doubt on 
the necessity of NATO. 

Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimea pen- 
insula in March 2014 after mass demon- 
Strations forced Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych to flee. 

Moscow later backed separatists in eastern 
Ukraine with support that Kyiv and the West 
say includes heavy weaponry and military 
personnel. , 

At least 9,700 people have been killed the 
conflict between Kyiv’s forces and the separa- 
tists since April 2014, according to the UN. 
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Defense Ministry targeted by cyberattacks 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Defense Ministry 
says its website was temporarily knocked 
out of service by cyberattacks that appeared 
to be aimed at preventing the release of news 
about Kyiv’s conflict in eastern regions with 
Russia-backed separatists. 

Defense Ministry spokesman Oleksandr 
Motuzyanyk said the website was regularly 
targeted on December 13 by denial-of-ser- 
vice attacks. 

Motuzyanyk said it was not clear who was 


s 


Х ристос 


Shevchenko 
Foundation 


202 - 952 Main St Winnipeg, MB R2W 3P4 
Phone: 204-944-9128 Toll Free 866-524-5314 
www.shevchenkofoundation.com 


Christ is Born! 


BEST WISHES 
FOR 
JOYOUS 
HOLIDAYS 


responsible for the latest attack, but the situ- 
ation had been brought under control. 

Ukraine’s Finance Ministry and State Treas- 
ury websites were attacked a week earlier. 

The Finance Ministry blamed hackers 
who it said were trying to discredit the gov- 
ermment’s reform drive. 

In 2015, Ukraine’s State Security Service 
said Russia was responsible for a cyber- 
attack on its power grid that temporarily shut 
off electricity to part of western Ukraine. 
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EU lauds nationalization 


of Ukraine’s 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union has 
praised Ukraine’s leadership for its decision 
to nationalize the country’s biggest bank, 
calling it a “bold and courageous” move and 
a key component of broader reforms that the 
West is pressing Kyiv to carry out, 

EU foreign-policy chief Federica Moghe- 
гіпі spoke a day after President Petro Poro- 
shenko’s cabinet said it would nationalize 
PrivatBank in an effort to avoid a financial 
collapse in the former Soviet republic, which 
is locked in a military and political standoff 
with neighboring Russia. 

“Let me use this occasion to commend... 
the prime minister’s, the president’s, the 
government’s efforts in these hours to restore 
confidence in the financial sector as we have 
seen through a bold and courageous decision 
to nationalize Privatbank,” Mogherini said 
at a meeting of an EU-Ukraine Council in 
Brussels. 

“This step should help ensure that all 
banks in Ukraine are held to the same рги- 
dential regulatory standards, making the 
banking sector stronger and more resilient,” 
she said. “It is also a vital component of lar- 
ger reform efforts that the European Union 
together with the international partners sup- 
ports strongly.” 

Poroshenko’s cabinet said in a statement 
late on December 18 that the government 
had decided to take 100 percent control of 
PrivatBank, founded by a billionaire former 
governor, Thor Kolomoyskiy. 

The move follows months of rumors that 
the bank was troubled by bad debt. 

The statement by the cabinet said the 
takeover would rescue both PrivatBank and 
Ukraine’s “entire banking system.” 

On December 19, Poroshenko said that 
in the past few hours “the State Security 
and Defense Council, the National Bank, 
the cabinet, and the Finance Ministry have 
adopted all [necessary] legal and formal de- 
cisions in order to transfer PrivatBank under 
the full state ownership.” 


largest bank 


“The situation is under control,” National 
Bank chief Valeriya Hontareva said at а news 
conference with Poroshenko. She said the 
central bank would take steps to “ensure un- 
interrupted services” to PrivatBank deposit- 
ors, and added: “We do not expect a sizeable 
outflow of deposits from PrivatBank and we 
do not envisage it [will] make a substantial 
impact on the currency market or the level of 
inflation.” 

The government said the transaction was 
agreed upon with Kolomoyskiy and Privat- 
Bank’s other main owner, Henadiy Bohol- 
yubov, who control assets in a broad range of 
sectors, including media, oil, and chemicals. 

But Kolomoyskiy took to Facebook to lash 
out at the government following the statement. 
“This is not a nationalization. It’s a classic il- 
legal takeover,” Kolomoyskiy wrote. 

He added that clients should not panic, and 
that “everything would be fine” with their 
money. 

“Only the shareholders have suffered. 
And the investment climate in the country. 
Which, by the way, doesn’t exist anymore,” 
Kolomoyskiy wrote, promising that there 
would be more details later on December 19. 

Kolomoyskiy, one of Ukraine’s richest 
men, served briefly as head of Dnipropetrovsk 
Oblast and was credited with preventing the 
spread of separatist sentiment in the region fol- 
lowing Russia’s 2014 annexation of Ukraine’s 
Crimea territory and backing of armed separa- 
tists in the east of the country. 

But Poroshenko dismissed him in 2015, 
accusing him of setting up a private militia 
and trying to take over a state-affiliated oil 
company. 

The region Kolomoyskiy govemed, which 
is now called Dnipro Oblast, borders the Don- 
etsk Oblast — one of two regions held in part 
by Russia-backed separatists whose conflict 
with Kyiv’s forces has killed more than 9,750 
people since April 2014 and continues despite 
a European-brokered agreement to end the 
fighting and resolve the conflict. 


Five troops killed in worst 
fighting in months 


(RFE/RL)—Ukaaine says five of its troops 
have been killed in clashes with pro-Russia 
separatists in some of the worst fighting to 


hit the eastern Donbas region in months. 

The headquarters for the country’s Anti- 
terrorism Operations said six soldiers were 
wounded in the battle near Svitlodarsk, 
which appeared to be aimed at controlling 
the strategic town of Debaltseve. 

Ina post to its Facebook page, the agency’s 
press center said around 20 insurgent fight- 
ers had been killed in the clashes, which 
erupted before dawn on December 18 and 
lasted around two hours. 

Fighting included heavy artillery and 
large-caliber weaponry. 

It said fighting was reported near the vil- 
lage of Kalynivka, closer to Debaltseve, and 
shelling also took place near Mariupol, on 
the Sea of Azov coast. 

Russian and local news agencies affili- 
ated with the separatist group known as the 
“Luhansk People’s Republic” reported simi- 
larly heavy fighting, but said losses among 
Ukrainian government troops were much 
higher. 

Home to a strategic railway junction, De- 
baltseve was the scene of major fighting in 
early 2015, ending in February when thou- 
sands of Ukrainian troops withdrew. 

The battle gave way to cease-fire accords 
signed in February 2015, known as the 
Minsk accords. 

Signed by Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko and Russian leader Vladimir Putin, 
they were meant to end one of Europe’s 
bloodiest conflicts in decades. 

But the cease-fire has been repeatedly 
broken by both sides and low-level fighting 
has pushed the death toll to nearly 10,000, 
according to United Nations figures. 
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CUFTA unanimously passes Second Reading 


Cont. from P. 3 


even more prosperous and more successful. 
It would enable people to farm their own 
land and generate wealth for their own fam- 
ilies. 

“This is a key catalyst in making sure that 
we have a response in Ukraine as Ukrain- 
ians aspire to be more westernized, to have 
closer ties with us here in North America and 
particularly with the European Union, and to 
get out of the sphere of influence, which they 
have been living under for far too long, of 
Moscow and the Kremlin, he said. 

Tom Kmiec, Conservative MP for Calgary 
Shepard stated that the provinces likely to 
gain the most the most would be British Col- 
umbia and Quebec. 

“B.C. alone represents 71.3% of Canada’s 
exports to Ukraine, $150.2 million in 2015 
alone, which was an increase of $46 million 
in trade from 2014. British Columbia would 
have an immense opportunity to gain from 
this free trade agreement. 

“We also enjoy a trade surplus of $143 mil- 
lion with Ukraine. I can only see that as an op- 
portunity for Alberta farmers, for Alberta agri- 
cultural companies, and of course the resource 
sector, which is one of the main contributions 
we make for trade with Ukraine. We know 
that 86% of tariffs in Ukraine would be lifted; 
99.9% of Canadian tariffs on Ukrainian goods 
would also be lifted. 

“I just want to go over some of those top 
exports from western Canada, where I am 
from: frozen hake, bituminous coal, reservoir 
tanks and similar containers, parts of boring 
or sinking machinery, air compressors and 
other similar equipment, seeders and plant- 
ers, and frozen pork. These are all things that 
our western producers either build, make, or 
grow, which now would have an opportunity 
to enter the Ukrainian market with a lower 
tariff,” he said. 

Conservative Mark Warawa (Langley— 
Aldergrove), Treasurer of the СОРЕС, 
whose grandparents came from Brody, Lviv 
Oblast, said Canadians have to support 
Ukraine as it is protects itself in a defensive 
mode from the attacks from Russia. 

He also stressed the need to increase youth 
mobility. 

“We need Ukrainian interns to continue to 
come to Canada and work so they can learn 
how Parliament is to function, not learn from 
our bad examples, but from good examples, 
so they can build a strong, prosperous coun- 
try. We also need to fund PTSD training so 
those who struggle from the Russian attacks 
will be able to get the appropriate treatment. 
If we train them how to fish, they can fish. If 
we train them how to treat PTSD, they can 
meet those needs within their country, which 
are 50 important. 

Shannon Stubbs (Conservative, Lakeland) 


said the CUFTA will help support артісці-: 


ture in Alberta. 

“Albertans will benefit from enhanced 
market access opportunities and reduced 
transportation costs. Agriculture and agri- 
food products are the top exports from west- 
ern Canada to Ukraine, averaging $78 mil- 
lion annually between 2011 and 2013. 

“In 2015, the previous government also 
established market access for beef, another 

_top export to Ukraine. This sector remains 
an important and vital part of Canada’s econ- 
omy, especially in Lakeland,” she noted. 

“Just like the pysanka in Vegreville, the 
Canada-Ukraine free trade agreement em- 
bodies the link between our two countries. 
Ukraine has struggled. The peace and calm 
we take for granted here in Canada is not the 
everyday reality for Ukraine. As an enduring 
partner, Canada has been there to help along 
the way,” added Stubbs. 

Linda Duncan (NDP, Edmonton Strath- 
cona), Vice Chair of the СОРЕС, urged the 
establishment of an independent secretariat, 
as was done under the NAFTA agreement, 
750 that the Ukrainians could benefit by Бау- 


ing an independent assessment of whether or 
not the government is moving forward and 
making sure that environmental considera- 
tions are factored in — as, for example, there 
may be Canadian investment in fracking in 
that country.” 

“There is an additional area where Canada 
could offer extensive expertise and products 
in trade, including in conservation, ecologic- 
al tourism, or pollution control. 

“Another area where Canada could offer 
its expertise is in energy efficiency. Ukraine 
was required to initiate a reform program to- 
ward ending substantial subsidies on gas as 
a condition to its IMF loan. As a contracting 
party to the European energy community, it 
must make reforms to comply with EU dir- 
ectives on energy efficiency,” she said, add- 
ing that Canadian municipalities could also 
share their experiences with Ukrainian cities 
that are interested in switching to use of bio- 

els. 

Duncan noted that there have been many 
concems about the erosion of democracy 
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and corruption in the courts. 

“In fact, the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress actually recommended to audit before 
it would sign on to a trade deal. It actually 
attached conditions on human rights, rule of 
law, and adherence to fundamental demo- 
cratic principles 

“The UCC, as well as many of us here, now 
Tecognizes that there i8 a new government 
with more commitment to these reforms, 
but it is important that, in this trade deal, 
we watchdog for the purposes of Ukrainian 
benefit and also for Canadian investors, to 
make sure that these reforms are in place and 
so these investments are safeguarded,” she 
said. 

Daniel Blaikie (NDP, Elmwood— 
Transcona), whose great grandparents came 
from Ukraine and settled around Gilbert 
Plains, said it is important that there be a 
tougher human rights monitoring provision 
alongside this agreement “to make sure that 
our trade is not being used to further the in- 
terests of an oligopoly in Ukraine.” 
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“I think this agreement sends an important 
political message that Canada stands behind 
Ukraine, because economic muscle is a real 
tool that belligerent neighbours use against 
those they want to control. We are willing to 
help people in Ukraine who want markets to 
be able to sell their goods and continue do- 
ing business. Canada is open to being a good 
friend and ally to them, and not force them 
into trying to trade with a belligerent neigh- 
bour,” he added. 

Erin Weir (NDP, Regina—Lewvan) also 
stressed the importance of human rights pro- 
visions. 

“Tt is very important that the agreement 
also be accompanied by a human rights as- 
sessment. That is something the NDP is go- 
ing to be proposing when the bill is before 
committee. We think it is very important, in 
Supporting the agreement, to also support a 
robust human rights assessment to make sure 
that the benefits of trade are actually helping 
the people of Ukraine and are not just lining 
the pockets of oligarchs,” he said. 
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By Cheryl Balay 

The Ukrainian Male Chorus of 
Edmonton (UMCE) puts on an 
annual Christmas program that 
has become a tradition in many 
people’s holiday activities. Con- 
ductor Orest Soltykevych, his as- 
sistant Marcus Wasnea and accom- 
panist Roman Soltykevych brought 
us an outstanding program on Sat- 
urday, December 3, that read like 
an international delight. 

With full disclosure, I am a long- 
time fan of the Ukrainian male 
chorus sound, and personally look 
forward to hearing the UMCE 
every time they perform. For this 
concert, the writer also has con- 
nections to both guest performing 
groups, as a part-time administra- 
tor, for The Cosmopolitan Music 
Society’s Jazz Orchestra with con- 
ductor Allen Jacobson and for A 


a” 


Ukrainian News/Y«paiHepki вісті, Jan. 1 - 18, 1-18 січня, 2017 


The Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton at Festive Mosaic 


UMCE?’s Festive Mosaic - an international delight 


Joyful Noise Choir Association of 
Edmonton’s “thursday choir” with 
conductor Eva Bostrand. 

UMCE performed two sets of 
music, both opening and closing 
the concert. The first set celebrated 
the universal message of Christmas 
entirely with a Ukrainian repertoire. 
The audience rose respectfully for 
the singing of Boh predvichniy 
(God Eternal) and were treated to 
classics by composers Kyrylo Ste- 
tsenko, Stanyslav Liudkevych and 
Roman Kupchynskyj among others. 
Each song was engaging. There was 
a nice arrangement of Josyf Ky- 
shakevych’s Z name Boh (God is 
with Us) where the pulse of the beat 
was truly felt. The chorus showed 
magnificent control in Roman Kup- 
chnskyj’s Boh narodivsia (God is 
Born) moving from smooth legato 
singing to spunky sections all with 


Йордан 


clear words, well-executed tempo 
changes, a good balance between 
parts and a slow ritardando ending 
which was perfect. 

With such an accomplished 
group as the UMCE, whose cred- 
its include performing half a 
dozen times with the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra (and with 
Carmina Burana in the works for 
2017!) there is an expectation of 
excellence every time they per- 
form. It is a high standard and 
unfortunately the vocal quality of 
the first set was slightly disappoint- 
ing, as it seemed tired or strained 
at times. The second set was more 
energetic and faith in the UMCE’s 
gorgeous sound was restored. The 
ambitious repertoire included 
Catalonian, Spanish, Dutch selec- 
tions sung in their native tongue, 
Serbian in Church Slavonic, and a 
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Celebrate the Ukrainian Christmas season 
with one of the most important 
holidays of the Eastern Rite. 

Visit our website for a 
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Kenyan melody sung with English 
text. The Church Slavonic piece 
was beautiful with a lovely release 
at the end of the piece, enhanced by 
the cathedral’s resonance at the his- 
toric McDougall United Church. A 
Dutch speaker in the audience gave 
a nod of approval to the UMCE’s 
inaugural singing of that difficult 
language. Conrad Susa’s challen- 
ging arrangement of the traditional 
Catalonian "Кит, Fum Fum” was 
thythmic, shockingly short, and 
very entertaining. Participation 
from audience volunteers added 
percussion parts to the Kenyan 
“African Alleluia.” 

A Joyful Noise choir brought 
songs from Scandinavia and Austria, 
which enriched the global: feel of 
the evening. This community choir 
had a unique beginning, originally 
appealing to people who wanted to 
sing, but thought they couldn’t carry 
a tune in a bucket. They have come 
a long way since that start in 2004. A 
Joyful Noise now offers three choirs 
SO singers may join at various com- 
fort and commitment levels. The 
thursday choir has toured to Iceland 
and is embarking on a tour to Medi- 
terranean islands Sardinia (Italy) and 
Malta in 2017. Founder and Artistic 
Director Eva Bostrand has become 
an icon in the Edmonton choral com- 
munity. Eva’s artistic achievements 
and contribution to the quality of life 
in Edmonton have been recognized 
through numerous awards and hon- 
ours such as Music Alberta’s Con 
Spirito award, the YWCA Women of 
Distinction 2011 award for Arts and 
Culture, Global TV’s Woman of Vi- 
sion, the City of Edmonton Salute to 
Excellence award, along with a Cer- 
tificate of Appreciation from Correc- 
tions Canada for the humanitarian 
contribution she has made through 
her performing arts program in the 
Edmonton Institution for Women. In 
June 2014 Eva was inducted into the 
City of Edmonton Hall of Fame as 
an Artist/Builder. In April 2016 she 
was awarded the inaugural Gift of 
Musie award in recognition of “her 
immense contributions to the music 
community, the City of Edmonton 
and the Province of Alberta.” 

It was a pleasure to hear songs 
from Eva Bostrand’s native Sweden 
in this concert. Kim Cousineau ac- 
companied on the piano, with guest 
Matt McKenzie from the Cosmo- 
politan Jazz Orchestra on string 
bass. The choir’s diction was clear, 
close harmonies wonder- 
ful and phrasing flowed naturally 
throughout all six selections. There 
was a sense of understanding and 
sensitivity to the stories shared, 
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many revolving around family and 
community at Christmas time. The 
arrangement of “Silent Night” by 
Swedish composer Anders Ohrwall 
was phenomenal, featuring soprano 
soloist Amber Krawiec. Not to be 
outdone by the UMCE’s Ukrainian 
Dobriy vechir tobi (Good Evening, 
O Master) processional that started 
the concert, A Joyful Noise did a 
lively recessional to the Scandi- 
navian Nu ar det jul igen (Now It 
is Christmas Again) which is often 
sung while dancing around the 
Christmas tree. 

The addition of instrumental 
music to the program provided by 
the Cosmopolitan Music’ Society 
(CMS) Jazz Orchestra was superb. 
Under the direction of Allen Jacob- 
son, this select auditioned group of 
talented performers put on a tight 
show with marvelous tone through- 
out. There was freedom in the 
solos and precision in the ensemble 
work. Allen Jacobson has brought a 
taste of avant-garde jazz to the Ed- 
monton scene. He has performed 
extensively as a trombonist, con- 
ductor and educator throughout 
Canada and internationally, includ- 
ing work with the Edmonton Sym- 
phony Orchestra, the Baden Baden 
Philharmonic (Conductor & Solo- 
ist), the European Philharmonie, 
Tommy Banks Band, The Joan 
Rivers, Rich Little and Red Skel- 
ton Shows, The EdJE (the JUNO 
nominated Edmonton Jazz Ensem- 
ble) and was a faculty member of 
the Performing Arts Universities of 
Frankfurt, Mannheim and Mainz. 
The CMS Jazz Orchestra is only 
in its second season. They offered 
three exciting pieces, one writ- 
ten by Canadian trumpeter Kenny 
Wheeler and two by American 
Russ Spiegel. Solos by Barth Brad- 
ley on the alto saxophone and by 
Brett Ludwig on piano were par- 
ticularly notable. 

The audience was unfamiliar 
with jazz protocol of instant ap- 
plause for worthy solos, but it is 
this mosaic approach that is part 
of the charm at this annual event 
of the Ukrainian Male Chorus of 
Edmonton. The concert delivers a 
broad exposure of music, and re- 
sults in a greater sense of commun- 
ity for all. 

The audience joined in singing 
a few beloved Christmas carols, 
including a massed choir rendition 
of “Joy to the World” ending with 
strains of the Gloria from “Angels 
We Have Heard on High” which 
brought a standing ovation at the 
conclusion of another glorious ren- 
dition of A Festive Mosaic. 


Ukrainian News/YkpaiHepki вісті, Jan. 1 - 18, 1 - 18 січня, 2017 


FBI met with 
Poroshenko accuser | 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—The U.S. Justice 
Department has cut ties with a 
fugitive Ukrainian member of par- 
liament who said he had turned 
over damning evidence proving the 
corruption of Ukraine’s president, 
a spokesman told RFE/RL on De- 
cember 16. 

The disclosure confirms for the 
first time that the department had 
held talks with the lawmaker. 

Oleksandr Onyshchenko, the 
runaway lawmaker, said on De- 
cember 1 that he had handed FBI 
agents audio recordings he made 
of Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko and members of his inner 
circle discussing schemes to steal 
money from state and private com- 
panies and buy votes in parliament 
— charges the president’s adminis- 
tration vehemently denies. 

Since then, Onyshchenko has 
gone on a media blitz, discussing 
the allegations — which included 
a complex scheme to drive down 
the approval ratings of the former 
prime minister, Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
to make way for a Poroshenko ally 
— contacting Ukrainian and inter- 


will meet with individuals who 
claim to have evidence regarding 
violations of U.S. law. But the 
mere fact of such a meeting is not 
an indication that such violations 


have occurred or that the individ- : 


ual’s information is considered to 
be accurate. 

Onyshchenko, who fled Ukraine 
before being stripped of his parlia- 
mentary immunity from prosecu- 


tion last summer, is being investi- и" ~ 


gated by Ukrainian authorities for 
allegedly stealing $64 million from 
a state gas producer. 

Ukraine’s Security Service 
(SBU) has accused Onyshchenko 
of spying for Russia. 

Onyshchenko’s current where- 
abouts are unknown, although he 
has spent much of his time in Lon- 
don since leaving Ukraine. 

Poroshenko’s office, which dis- 
missed Onyshchenko’s accusations 
as “the expedient fiction of the sus- 
pect” in a statement to RFE/RL on 
December 7, has gone on the of- 
fensive and even threatened to sue 
some journalists who report on the 
lawmaker’s claims. 


national media as well as RFE/RL. @ 


The scandal has caused an up- 
roar in Ukraine, where the public 
is becoming increasingly frustrated 
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by the slow progress of anticorrup- 
tion reforms. 

But despite having met with 
Onyshchenko, the Justice Depart- 
ment said it would not be con- 
tacting him again and gave no 
indication that it would pursue the 
allegations. 

“While the Department of Jus- 
tice does not usually comment 
on such meetings, in light of Mr. 
Onyshchenko’s decision to speak 
publicly in this regard, we can state 
that the U.S. Department of Justice 
has no plans to have further meet- 
ings or communications with Mr. 
Onyshchenko,” Justice Department iy 
spokesman Peter Carr told RFE/RL & 
by e-mail without saying when, 
where, or how many times the de- 
partment met with him. 

Carr declined to say what spe- | 
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The Ukrainian Narodnyj Dim in Przemysl, Poland 


Przemysl’s Ukrainian 
Narodnyj Dim needs 
restoration 


Edmonton group formed to help support the project 


(UkrNews)}—An Edmonton committee has been established to 
help restore the historic Ukrainian People’s Home (Narodnyj Dim) in 
Przemysl, Poland. 

In 2011 the Ukrainian Narodnyj Dim was returned to the Association 
of Ukrainians in Poland by Polish authorities. 

This is an architectural masterpiece built in 1904 in the city centre at 
the expense of Ukrainian residents of Przemysl and surrounding area. 
Famous Ukrainians such as Ivan Franko and Solomia Krushelnytska 
performed in the Ukrainian Narodnyj Dim, which is adorned with unique 
paintings and houses a theatrical hall. This place is an important symbol 
of the Ukrainian national identity in Poland. 

Unfortunately, Ukrainians in Poland got the building in very bad 
condition. Over the last five years a number of reconstruction and 
restoration, activities have been made at this building. It is estimated 
that to restore and modernize the building US$3.5 million are required. 
US$700,000 have already been invested thanks to contributions from 
_ people of good will. 

| The Edmonton Committee is appealing to all who care about the fate 
of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, to help the Ukrainian community 
in Poland to bring this important project to a successful conclusion. 

“With joint efforts and our financial support Ukrainian Narodnyj Dim 
in Przemysl can become Ukrainian national cultural and heritage centre 


Merry Christmas ана Нафру New Year! 
Pagiounax Pizg6 ЯНИХ Cbam 1 "Пастибоо іп Eastern Europe. Helping to revive Ukrainian Narodnyj Dim, we make 
a significant contribution to the European future of Ukraine and the 


Ho b 0 7) 0 Pokey / Ukrainian people!,” states the committee in a media release. 

CY 2 | | The Edmonton Fundraising Committee for Narodnyj Dim is organized 
under the auspices of the Association of Ukrainians “Zakerzonia” in 
Toronto. The Edmonton Fundraising Committee and is overseen by: 
Slava Yopyk, president of UWO, ph. 780-474-6560; Yaroslav Szewezuk, 
president of LUC ph. 780-472-8222; and Myron ТигсгуК, member of 
UCBC ph. 780-450-6341. 

Donations by cheque should be payable to: Association of Ukrainians 
“Zakerzonia”. 


Wishing you and your family a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 


. Христос 
Раждається! 
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The UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION wants to thank its donors 
in North America for their support of 
the UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
throughout the year. 


Thanks to your generosity and giving 


spirit, we are more than confident that the 
construction of a new UCU campus in Lviv 
will make a huge impact on educating future 
leaders for Church and society. 


Thank you, dear friends for supporting the 
Ukrainian Catholic University. Blessings to 
you and yours during this holiday season! 
Дякуємо вам, дорогі друзі за вашу віру в 
цю прекрасну справу! 


Хай Господь в ці Різдвяні Свята щедро 
благословить Вас та Ваші родини! 


UCEF in Canada 


; У і т Suite В-02, 
: | 3 770 Brown's Line 


ei 


e-mail : ucef@ucef.ca 
website: www.ucef.ca 


Toronto, ОМ M8W ЗМ/2 
phone (416) 239-2495 


EU extends sanctions against 
Russia through July 2017 


(RFE/RL)—The European Union has extended sanctions against Rus- 
sia for its actions in Ukraine for another six months. 

The European Council formally approved the extension on December 
19 after EU leaders agreed to the move at a summit the previous week. 

“The council prolonged the economic sanctions targeting specific sec- 
tors of the Russian economy until July 31, 2017,” the council said in a 
statement. The sanctions target the financial, energy, and defense sectors 
and material that can be used for both industrial and military means. 

The previous week, German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French 
President Francois Hollande voiced support for prolonging the sanctions. 

They faulted Moscow for failing to do its part in implementing the Minsk 
accords — a February 2015 agreement aimed at ending the conflict in east- 
ern Ukraine, where more than 9,750 people have died since April 2014 in 
fighting between Russia-backed separatists and Ukrainian forces. 

While agreement on the extension was reached with little trouble by the 
28-member EU, supporters of the sanctions fear it could be far harder to 
prolong them again next summer, even if there is little progress toward 
implementation of the Minsk accords. 

That is in part due to the impending exit of Britain, which has sup- 


| ported the measures, as well as opposition to the sanctions in some other 


countries and uncertainty about the U.S. stance after President-elect Don- 
ald Trump takes office in January. 
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their Muslim faith, or passing their 
culture to their children. Despite 
this brutal oppression, the Crimean 
Tatars persevered in exile, resisted 
the Soviet regime, and returned 
home to Crimea after the USSR 
collapsed in 1991. 

“Under (Russian || President 
Vladimir) Putin’s illegal military 
occupation of Crimea since 2014, the 
Crimean Tatars face renewed peril. 
Dozens have been arrested, abducted 
or murdered, and the community 
faces a relentless assault on their 
freedom of assembly, freedom of 
speech and freedom of worship,” 
stated a media release issued by 
Diotte’s office. 

“We can’t separate the 
deportations of 1944 from Putin’s 
illegal annexation of Crimea 
today,” said Diotte in the release. 
“The same evil ideology is at work 
in both the Soviet regime that tore 
200,000 people from their homes 
and left them in the middle of Asia, 
and Putin’s unprovoked attack on a 
peaceful neighbour.” 

The Government’s position 
that the deportation of the Tatars 
constituted a crime against 
humanity, but not a genocide, was 
expressed by Pam Goldsmith- 
Jones, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and 
a Member of the CUPFG, during 
the debate on Second Reading, 
December 7. 

“This government has 
recognized this tragedy in the past 
and supports the intent of the bill to 
create a memorial day to not only 
commemorate the suffering of the 
Crimean Tatars but also to inspire 
us as we honour the indomitable 
will and resilience of Crimea’s 
Tatars...However, the government 
does not support this legislation. 
The government agrees that the 
mass deportation of Crimean Tatars 
by Soviet authorities was a tragedy 
in the deepest sense of the word. 
What Stalin did to these people was 
horrific,” she said. 

“The term ‘crime against 
humanity’ is a powerful term and 
one that should not be used lightly. 
I am using it this evening because 
the suffering inflicted upon the 
Crimean Tatars was just that. 
However, where a crime against 
humanity recognizes the existence 
of mass atrocity, genocide 
Tequires that the mass atrocity be 
deliberately perpetrated not only to 
remove, but to deliberately destroy 
a group of people. 

“The test for genocide in 
international law is a high one. The 
crime of genocide was established 
through the genocide convention 
that was adopted in 1948 and 
entered into force in 1951. 

“Under the convention, it is 
not enough to establish that mass 
expulsions of civilians took place. 
Rather, it must be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt that such atrocities 
were perpetrated as part of a 
campaign to destroy in whole or in 
part an identifiable national, ethnic, 
racial, or religious group. This is a 
high threshold,” she added. 

But Wrzesnewskyj stated that the 
Tatar deportation fit the definition 
of genocide as determined by 
Raphael Lemkin, a Polish Jew 
who coined the term which was 
enshrined in the passage of the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the 
Crime of Genocide on January 12, 

1951, in three categories. 

“Tt could not be clearer. The 
article reads ‘any of the following 
acts committed with intent to 
destroy, in whole or іп part, 


a national, ethnical, racial or 
religious group, as such "(а) Killing 
members of the group’. One needs 
only to record the scuttling of the 
boat with the villagers of the Arabat 
Spit on board, or the hunting down 
of Crimean Tatar shepherds in the 
mountains. The article continues, 
"Ь) Causing serious bodily or 
mental harm to members of the 
group’. One needs only to note 
the mass confiscation of property 
and deportation. Finally, "(с) 
Deliberately inflicting on the group 
conditions of life calculated to 
bring about its physical destruction 
in whole or in part’. 

“Let us break clause (c) into 
its component parts. Was Stalin’s 
action deliberate? It was, in 
fact, a special operation that 
was premeditated, meticulously 
planned, and executed by specially 
assembled forces of his NK VD. 
Were the conditions calculated 
to bring about the physical 
destruction, in whole or in part, 
of the Crimean Tatars? One need 
only to recite the recollections 
of Russian eyewitnesses and the 
horrific statistics of death both 
in raw numbers and percentages. 
Ninety thousand died, which was 
almost 50% of the population. 

“According to Lemkin’s definition, 
a determination of genocide needs 
only one of the article’s determinants 
of genocide to be met. The Siirgiinlik 
meets not one but three of Lemkin’s 
determinants. In fact, it was not 
only a plan for the destruction of the 
Crimean Tatars as a people, it was 
meant to erase that they had ever 
existed in Crimea: Genocide as well 
as historical ethnocide,” he said. 

The same point was made by 
Conservative Tom Kmiec (Calgary 
Shepard), who opened the debate. 

“The crime of the Holodomor, the 
recent invasion by Russian military 
forces, and the illegal occupation 
of Crimea, as well as the massive 
deportation of Tatars in 1944, are 
all part of the Soviet pattern of 
behaviour we are seeing today in the 
Russian Federation whereby only 
force matters,” he said. 

Linda Duncan (Edmonton 
Strathcona, NDP), Vice Chair 
of CUPFG stated that: “Stalin’s 
forced expulsion of the Crimean 
Tatars in 1944 was among the more 
heinous crimes against humanity 
committed during a century littered 
with atrocities. The entire Crimean 
Tatar people, the indigenous people 
of Crimea, were exiled to the Soviet 
east in 1944 by the totalitarian 
regime of Joseph Stalin.” 

Noting that the vast majority 
of those remaining in the Tatar 
community retumed home to 
Crimea from exile in the early 
1990s due to the welcoming policy 
of the government of independent 
Ukraine, but today again, the Tatar 
people are living in fear because of 
Russia’s illegal annexation of the 
Crimea in 2014. 

“According to Amnesty 
International, Crimean Tatars have 
faced repressive measures, from 
media outlets being shuttered 
to activists being arrested and 
“disappeared”. Tatars have been 
forbidden to publicly commemorate 
the day of remembrance of the last 
deportation. 

“Last month Russia banned 
the Mejlis, the Crimean Tatar 
assembly, accusing it of extremism. 
As aresult, anyone involved in one 
of the more than 250 local Mejlises 
across Crimea now risks arrest. 
They either live in fear in Crimea 
or they are living in fear on the 
borders of Crimea, their original 
territories.,” she added. 


Tatar Genocide Bill defeated 


Conservative Peter Kent 
(Thornhill), a Director of the 
CUPFG outlined the story of the 
deportation~ noting that Stalin’s 
secret police packed the Tatars onto 
train cattle cars, and transported 
them to destinations deep in Soviet 
central Asia. 

“Many thousands died on that 
journey, their bodies simply 
dumped from the cars. 

“One massive group of deportees 
arrived in the desert Republic 
of Uzbekistan, where they were 
dumped and died by the thousands of 
starvation and exposure. Survivors 
remained in secret police labour 
camps until 1956, when Nikita 
Khrushchev opened the camps, 
allowing them to try to make their 
way home. Barely half of the Tatar 
people survived.” he added. 

Diotte closed the debate stating 
Canada should take the lead 
on declaring the deportation 
a genocide like it did with the 
Holodomor, instead of waiting for 
international bodies to decide. 

“The call to defer to non-existent 
international investigations is 
a legal smokescreen. Members 
should not sacrifice their own 
judgment to this ahistorical, un- 
Canadian position. The many 
letters of support I have received 
show that Canadians want us to 
speak up for Crimea and Ukraine,” 
he said. 
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Ukrainian Christmas Eve Buffet 
Friday, January 6, 2017 


Extend your holiday season by joining us for 
Ukrainian Christmas Eve served in the 
Conference Centre and Hotel. 


780.453.6504 


Entertainment by the 
St. Nicholas Mandolin Ensemble 


Hotel reservations 


780.453.6508 
Entertainment by the 
AXIOS Men’s Choir 


11727 Kingsway NW, Edmonton АВ T5G 3Ai 
780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


Christmas 


Христос Раждається! 


Й, 


КЕМТ МР 
peter.kent@parl_ge.ca cathaywagantall.ca 
306-782-3309 


WAGANTALL”’ 


АЗИ 


вовк ET 


SOPUCK МР 


robertsepuck.ca 
204-848-7000 


WARAWAWP 


markwarawa.com 
604-534-5055 


www.kerrydiotic.com 
780-495-3201 


Найкращі побажання 
з нагоди Різдва Христового 
та Нового Року! 


Юлія Рацибарська, 
Радіо Свобод 

Козацькі пісні Дніпропетров- 
ської області включили до Списку 
всесвітньої нематеріальної куль- 
турної спадщини ЮНЕСКО, що 
потребують охорони. Відповідне 
рішення ухвалив у вівторок 
B Аддис-Абебі (Ефіопія) 
Міжурядовий комітет з охорони 
нематеріальної культурної 
спадщини. Як зустріли новину 
на Дніпропетровщині й чого 
очікують від надання «охоронного 
статусу»? 

Степовий або козацький 
спів не сплутаєш із жодним 
іншим. Розлогий, розкладений 
щонайменше Ha 8 голосів, 
без музичного супроводу, 3 


Petro Jacyk Education Foundation 
Tel: 905-238-0467 
www.petro-jacyk-foundation.org 
e-mail: pjef@belinet.ca 
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Відділ в Едмонтоні 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ | 
- ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ КАНАДИ © 


Відділ в Едмонтоні | 


| Ансамбль, 


| жінок, - 


| підтримують. 


Ансамбль козацької пісні «Криниця» 


прерогативою для чоловічих 
партій. Ця манера виконання 
народної пісні збереглась на 
Дніпропетровщині, у селах 
та містечках, які колись були 
козацькими слободами. 

Народні співочі гурти 
знають 1 виконують по кілька 
сотень маловідомих або зовсім 
невідомих пісень. Дослідники 
кажуть: хоча ці пісні співають 
зараз переважно жінки, традиції 
чоловічого співу, притаманного 
запорожцям, присутні. 

В ЮНЕСКО відзначили три 
ансамблі, які співаютьтрадиційні 
козацькі пісні - «Криниця», 
«Богуславочка» і «Первоцвіт». 
Марія Заугольна - учасниця 
фольклорно-етнографічного 
ансамблю «Криниця» з містечка 
Підгороднього, що біля Дніпра. У 
колективі - понадчверть століття. 
що тримається 
винятково на ентузіазмі літніх 
постійний учасник 
етнофестивалів в Україні 
й 34 кордоном, але вдома 
практично невідомий. Народний 
спів, каже співачка Марія, 
поступово вмирає: молодь ним 
не цікавиться, чиновники не 

«Ми пісні 


росли  - ці 


звучали. Тоді гульня яка була 


в Підгородньому: виряджають 
хлопця в армію - збираються 
і три, і п'ять вулиць. Вранці 
йдемо, проводжаємо, плачемо й 
співаємо. І зараз, коли кажуть: 
«та то старі щось собі там 
«мелять», стає дуже боляче. 
Молоді не хочуть співати. Ми 
набирали діток, щоб вчити співу, 
то вони не схотіли. 

Бо співати народну пісню треба 
спокійно, скромно, красиво 
одягнувшись, не виставляючи 
на показ, що треба і що не 
треба. Отак я відверто вам про 
це кажу», - говорить учасниця 
фольклорного колективу. 

До амбітної мети - внесення 
козацьких пісень | краю до 
охоронного списку ЮНЕСКО 
= Ha Дніпропетровщині 
йшли кілька років. 2014-го в 
області розпочали формування 
номінаційного досьє для 
отримання статусу. Дослідники 
фольклору  об'їздили десятки 
сіл, працювали з десятками 
народних співочих гуртів 
краю, записували від них 
пісні, розпитували про манеру 
виконання, поповнювали фото- 
й відео архів. Поспішали, адже 
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Козацькі пісні Дніпропетровщини 
вже в охоронному списку ЮНЕСКО 


розуміли: вже зараз більшості 
виконавців - за 80 років. Якщо 
їхні пісні в оригінальній манері 
виконання не зафіксувати зараз, 
за кілька років вони можуть 
бути втрачені. У сільських 
клубах, при яких зазвичай діють 
народні колективи, немає ні 
звукозаписувальної апаратури, 
ані власного транспорту, щоб 
відвезти літніх жінок до міста на 
концерт чи до студії. 

Музикознавець Вікторія 
Карпович, яка брала участь у 
формуванні досьє для ЮНЕСКО, 
зазначає: | документ включає 
і план заходів, розписаних 
практично | помісячно, для 
збереження | й | відродження 
козацької пісні краю. 

«Зроблений план заходів, 
сформульований, | розписаний 
поетапно, він розрахований на не 
один рік, це 5-7 років. Це чіткий 
документ, там велика кількість 
заходів. Це і записи, і студійні 
записи, й передачі, а головне - це 
експедиційна робота, ми повинні 
далі вивчати. У нас наскільки 
мало залишилось цих пісень, що 
ми повинні їх всі зафіксувати. Ми 
повинні повернути виконавцям 
любов до цієї дуже непростої 
манери співу, багатоголосого 
розспіву. Там також записано 
- відродити традицію, коли 
співає велика кількість людей, 
коли вона поєднується в звуці. 
Це фестивалі, це семінари, це 
майстер-класи... Я думаю, все 
це буде... Все ж таки козацька 
пісня - це довга пісня. Ми 
записували жінку з Межівського 
району, їй було 94 роки, вона 
пригадувала козацькі пісні, B 
яких 18-22 куплети. Зараз вже це 
рідкість, жодна людина, до якої 
ми приїздили, вже не наспіває 
такого обсягу. Зараз народна 
пісня тяжіє до зменшення в 
обсязі. I я вже не кажу про те, 
що розспівна манера - це довга 
манера дихання, це складна 
манера, не кожна людина зможе 
так співати, навіть фізіологічно 
- ми цю здатність втрачаємо», 
- сказала у коментарі Радіо 
Свобода Вікторія Карпович. 

Що дасть козацьким пісням 
Придніпров'я охоронний 
статус від ЮНЕСКО? Дещо 
скептично до події поставились 
y Петриківці: | декоративне 
малярство цього селища три 
роки тому також отримало статус 


всесвітньої культурної спадщини 
Прод. на ст. 18 
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Dr. Orest Н.Т. Rudzik passes away 


Dr. Orest H.T. Rudzik passed 
away at Oakville-Trafalgar 
Memorial Hospital, on December 
8, 2016, from cranial injuries 
resulting from a fall. 

His passing was noted by the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 

“Mr. Rudzik was a dedicated 
leader, organizer and volunteer 
within the Ukrainian Canadian 
community,’ remarked Paul 
Grod, President of the UCC. “He 
committed himself to building pride 
in our community, defending the 
history of our people and standing 
up for human rights in Canada and 
Ukraine. Mr. Rudzik left a positive 
mark on our community and 
Canada for which we are grateful.” 

Orest was born in Toronto 
in 1936, the son of Ukrainian 
parents. He earned his Honours 
B.A. (University College) at the 
University of Toronto, his M.A. 
from the University of Chicago 
(where he was a William Rainey 
Harper Fellow) and a Ph.D. from 
the University of Toronto. 

He taught in the Department of 
English at University College from 
1961 to 1986, during which time 
he was a Post-Doctoral Fellow at 
the Humanities Center of the Johns 
Hopkins University from 1968 - 
1969. 

He created a Canadian Literature 
Programme for Atkinson College at 
York University. After completing 
his LLB (with honours) at Osgoode 
Hall Law School, he received his 
Call to the Bar of the Law Society 


Dr. Orest H.T. Rudzik 
(1936-2016) 


of Upper Canada in March of 1975. 

In his law pursuits, he served 
as Senior Counsel to the Public 
Guardian and Trustee of the 
Province of Ontario. He was 
a speaker at many academic 
conferences and published both 
academic and legal papers 

He was active in the Ukrainian 
community becoming the President 
of the Ontario Ukrainian-Canadian 
Committee and served as a member 
of the Ontario Multicultural 
-Committee. Then he served as 
First National Vice President of the 
UCC, as it then was and in a variety 
of positions with the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress arid the 
Ukrainian Canadian Professional 
and Business Federation. 

He spent a sabbatical year from 
1993 - 1994 in Kyiv, as Director 


of Law Training and provided for 
young Ukrainian professors by way 
of exchange with Canada, the U.S. 
and Europe, through the auspices 
of the Ukrainian Legal Foundation. 
He monitored that programme for 
two years. 

Also, he was engaged in three 
of the quasi-war criminal cases 
as launched by the Department 
of Justice (Canada) against 
naturalized Ukrainian post-war 
citizens, against who allegations of 
fraud and consequent sanctions of 
deportation were threatened. 

He continued his law practice, 
restricted mainly to _ estates 
and estates litigation. Also, he 
returned to his academic origins 
by pursuing research into a variety 
of areas of intellectual history, 
including that of the assassination 
of Simeon Petliura and the judicial 
proceedings consequent upon his 
murder. 

He ended a 50 year association 
with the University when he 
became a member of the Senior 
Faculty at the University of 
Toronto, a member of its Executive 
Committee and was given the title 
of Senator (which he did not use). 

Orest is survived by his wife 
Maureen Ellis, two daughters 
Katherine and Nicola, step-son 
Kevin (Lippert), step-daughter Kari 
(Lippert), eleven grandchildren and 
five great-grandchildren. Не will 
be very much missed as a proud 
husband, father, grandfather (didi) 
and great-granddad (gg). 


Ukraine searches for cyberattack culprit 


By Christopher Miller 

(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian | author- 
ities are still looking for the culprits 
after troublesome  cyberattacks 
against official financial institu- 
tions appeared to be designed to 
inflict maximum chaos on end-of- 
the-year payments. 

But the head of staff of the 
Ukrainian Security Service (SBU) 
identified the so-called malware 
used in the December 6 attack as 
the same disruptive software em- 
ployed in an unprecedented inci- 
dent a year earlier, blamed on Rus- 
sia, that cut off power to hundreds 
of thousands of homes in Ukraine. 

Hundreds of thousands of hryv- 
nias’ worth of remittances were 
delayed or stopped completely 
over the course of two days after 
hackers knocked the websites and 
payment systems of the Ministry 
of Finance, State Treasury, and 
pension fund offline, according to 
statements posted to those sites and 
local reports. 

The National Police are lead- 
ing the investigation and have 
discussed the case with the SBU, 
Oleksandr Tkachuk, chief of staff 
of the SBU, told RFE/RL on De- 
cember 12. 

The Finance Ministry, which de- 
scribed the incident as a “coordin- 


ated professional hacking attack,” 
also claimed the attack had dam- 
aged its network equipment. 

Tkachuk confirmed that “some 
data was destroyed and access to 
networks was blocked.” 

He said authorities were not pre- 
pared to discuss many details pub- 
licly because it would take time to 
fully assess them, adding that attri- 
bution in the cybersecurity sphere 
is a tricky business. 

Tkachuk said the attack appeared 
to bear some similarity to а Decem- 
ber 2015 attack against the Prykar- 
pattyaoblenergo power company in 
Ukraine’s western Ivano-Frankivsk 
region that cut power to hundreds 
of thousands of homes. 

Ukrainian officials blamed that 
cyberattack on Russia and specu- 
lated that it might have been re- 
taliation for Kyiv cutting off elec- 
tricity one month earlier to Crimea, 
which Russia seized from Ukraine 
in early 2014. 

But experts at the time warned 
that the greater message might 
be that hackers had the power to 
shut down critical infrastructure 
— something that cybersecurity 
experts had long feared but never 
seen in practice. 

Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, a 
deputy secretary at the U.S. Depart- 


Amnesty decries persecution of Tatars 


(RFE/RL)—Amnesty International has decried what it called Russia’s 
“systematic persecution” of the Crimean Tatars since “the occupation 
and illegal annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation” in 2014. 

In a December 15 report, the London-based rights group said Russian 
authorities use “repressive tactics... against the Crimean Tatar community 


and other dissenting voices.” 


The report also said that “Russia imposed its legislation wholesale 
on the Crimean territory - in breach of international law — which has 
enabled the authorities to pursue key figures in the Tatar community on 
trumped-up anti-extremism and other charges.” 

It criticized steps Moscow has taken against the Crimean Tatars’ self- 
governing body, the Mejlis. Russian authorities have barred the Mejlis 
from operating in Crimea, labeling it as an “extremist organization” and 
criminalizing any association with it. 


ment of Energy, also blamed Russia 
for the December 2015 cyberattack. 

In that case, the hackers used mali- 
cious software called KillDisk, which 
deletes or overwrites data in system 
files, causing computers to crash. 

KallDisk was also used in the 
December 6 attacks, the SBU’s 
Tkachuk told RFE/RL. 

Relations between Kyiv and 
Moscow soured after Russia for- 
cibly annexed Crimea in March 
2014, and Russia has been accused 
by Kyiv and Western powers of 
backing a separatist conflict in 
eastern in Ukraine that has killed 
more than 9,750 people. 

Kyiv has on several occasions 
blamed Russia for cyberattacks — 
including one on Ukraine’s election 
system ahead of the presidential 
vote in May 2014 — that it claims 
are part of Moscow’s greater “hy- 
brid war,” a military strategy that 
combines conventional warfare, ir- 
regular warfare, and cyberwarfare. 
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Христос Раждається! 


ап MEEST 


EDMONTON 


Ша Simcisin 


10834-97 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5H 2M3 Canada 
www.meest.net 


tel: 780-424-1777 

fax: 780-421-7134 

cell: 780-906-9978 

e-mail: meestedmonton@gmail.com 


Services to Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Poland, 
Russia, Georgia, Baltic States and Central Asia: 


+ 


Sea & Air Parcel Shipping 
Money Transfers 
Courier Services 
Flowers & Gifts 
Commercial Cargo 
Parcels from Ukraine 


уч 
5 
+ 
+ 
+ 


Христос Раждається! 


Proudly serving the Ukrainian community 


Would you like to work with funeral 
directors who understand how 
valuable it is for you. and your family 
to have a truly meaningful funeral 
experience? 


When the time comes to honor a 
loved one’s memory in a personal 
and respectful way, please call us. 


* Wide range of burial & cremation 
services & products 

* Prearranged funeral plans to 
meet your personal wishes ; 
and financial budget a 


24 hours: 780-4 


Edmonton: 9709 - 11 


www.parkmemorial.com 
Edmonton | Lamont | Mayerthorpe | Smoky. 


d and operated by the 


Smolyk family since 1941 


Ukrainian 
Canadian 


ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 


OF ALBERTA 


Христос 
Рождається 


UNITY з» 


At this special time of year the Ukrainian Canadian Archives 
and Museum of Alberta thanks you for your ongoing support 
and wishes you a Merry Christmas. May God bless you and 


yours with health and happiness throughout 2017! - 


STRENGTH "- DEDICATION 


www.ucama.com UCAMA is a registered non-profit organization (# 13246 5568 RR 0001) 
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Веселих Свят Різдва Христового ma 
Щасливого Нового Року 


Українському народові в Діяспорі та 
Україні, українським Церквам, церковним, 
громадським і політичним організаціям 
та нашому членству і прихильникам 
бажають 


Організації Українського 
Державницького Фронту при 
Домі Української Молоді в Едмонтоні 


Gacrengire cron... 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят ma 
шасливого Нового Року! 


. 
Jan Pawilan 
DESIGN & MANUFACTURING OF 
ELECTRICAL POWER EQUIPMENT 


Ph: 780-456-9167 
Fax: 780-478-7135 
WWW. jppower.ca 


14225 - 129 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4N9 
jan@jppower.ca 


Веселих Різдвяних Свят та 
Щисливого Нового Року! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™ 


Delicatessen Meat Market 
Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


* Wood smoked bacon 
- Smoked turkeys 

* Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
° Freezer beef, veal, pork 

* Social packs 

« Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

° Hot from our own smokehouses. 


™ property of 


CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LTD. 
630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 


Ph: 667-2981 
www.facebook.com/sausagemakers 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

У Львові готують до друку 
унікальну книжку листів отця 
Климентія | Шептицького | до 
рідного брата Станіслава - гене- 
рала польської армії. Архів ар- 
химандрита Української греко- 
католицької церкви Климентія 


Шептицького, рідного брата 
митрополита 4 Андрея - був 
віднайдений у Римі. Є намір 
перекласти i 4| видати | листи 


Климентія до митрополита Ан- 
дрея, а також чотиритомник 
його праці про маму - графиню 
Софію Фредро-Шептицьку. 

Невпорядкований архів 
братів Шептицьких - Андрея 
і Климентія — зберігався у 
монастирі  «Студіон»,  побли- 
зу Рима. А це, зокрема, листи 
архімандрита Климентія Шеп- 
тицького до його брата, генерала 
польського війська ("Станіслава 
Шептицького, до багатьох членів 
родини, написані з 1881 до 1945 
років. Також є й листи до рідних, 
які отець Климентій писав під 
диктовку митрополита Андрея. 

Отець Климентій, світське ім'я 
Казимир, був успішним правни- 
ком, політиком, освіченою і за- 
можною людиною. У 1911 році 
залишив світське життя і кар'єру 
й обрав монаший шлях, Листи, 
написані ним польською мовою, 
вже перекладені українською, і 
невдовзі це видання із численни- 
ми унікальними фотографіями 
побачить світ. Деякі світлини 
надала для книжки родина Шеп- 
тицьких із Польщі. 

Отець Климентій присвятив 
себе служінню Богові, людям, 
був постійно при своєму братові 
митрополиті Андреєві, допомагав 
йому у всіх справах. Водночас, 
ніби перебував у тіні митрополи- 
та, хоча він робив чимало великих 
справ для церкви та людей. 


| Edmonton Catholic Schools 


З нагоди свят Різдва Христового та Нового року Едмонтонська 
Католицька Шкільна Рада складає Вам та Вашій родині миру, 
радості, добра та Божої благодаті. 
Христос народився - славімо його! 


town, urele Us тр S07 


Gig OE 
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Невідомі листи архімандрита Климентія 
Шептицького - знахідка для дослідників 


Арешт архімандрита Климентія Шептицького 


«Коли ми почали вивчати ли- 
сти, всі, які були у монастирі, то 
виявили серед цих документів, 
зокрема, листи отця Климентія 
Шептицького до брата Станіслава 
Шептицького. Ці листи охоплю- 
ють великий період життя від 
1881 року, ще до того часу, як він 
вирішив у 1911 році вступити у 
монастир, 1 до 1945 року - тоді 
вже вдруге в Галичині була ра- 
дянська окупація, тоді УГКЦ вже 
мала входити у період підпілля. 
Ці листи є унікальні тим, що сам 
автор говорить у них про те, що 
спонукало його стати монахом, 
покинути світську кар'єру і при- 
святити себе Богові», - наголо- 
сив настоятель Свято-Іванівської 
лаври студійського уставу УГКЦ, 
упорядник книжки листів, отець 
Юстин Бойко. 

«Прагнення моє вже від дуже 
багатьох років у глибині живи- 
ло серце i рішення прийняте, 
щоб Богові більше віддатися у 
повеління, аніж це можливо, за- 
лишаючись у світі. Тепер я вико- 
ную це і, не зволікаючи довше, 
віддалююсь поки що до одного 
з французьких або німецьких 
монастирів | Бенедиктинських, 
щоб там, як їхній гість, в увазі і 
тиші розпочати богословське на- 
вчання», - пояснює своє рішення 
про монаше покликання тоді ще 
Казимир Шептицький у листі 
від 12 грудня 1911 року до ди- 
пломата, приятеля родини Павла 
Сапіги. 

Вже наступного року Казимир 
Шептицький почав монаше жит- 


. тя у монастирі студійського уста- 


ву в Камениці на Балканах, де у 
1913 році прийняв монашество i 
отримав ім'я Климентій, a після 
здобуття богословської освіти 
- у 1915 році - висвячений на 
священика Климентія Шептиць- 
кого. 

Із листів отця Климентія до 
брата та родини відкривається 
світ дуже теплих взаємин між 
братами, які вміли підтримати 
один одного, переживали, турбу- 
вались один про одного і членів 
усієї родини, при першій потребі 
приходили на допомогу, берег- 
ли родинні традиції і дбали про 
батьків, куди б не закинуло їх 
життя, завжди на родинні свята 
були разом. Брати важко пережи- 
ли смерть мами - Софії з Фредрів 
Шептицької. «Дуже пусті і сумні 
без нашої Матусі Прилбичі», - 
писав Климентій до Станіслава 


на Далекий Схід. 

Чимало нових фактів 
довідуємось із листів про митро- 
полита Андрея і його недугу, про 
те, який жах заподіяла радянсь- 
ка окупація в Галичині. Отець 
Климентій описує про кількість 
замордованих людей по тюрмах 
Львова, Дрогобича, про те, яку 
жахливу картину він побачив у 
Прилбичах. 

Радянські солдати розстріляли 
у 1939 році наймолодшого брата 
Леона Шептицького і його дру- 
жину Ядвігу, пограбували і спа- 
лили родинний палац Шептиць- 
ких. Після відходу радянських 
окупантів брати намагались бо- 
дай щось віднайти з родинного 
помістя, особливо архіви. 

«Ми тут живемо і здорові, 
але якби ще совіти були день- 
два довше в нас господарюва- 
ли - були б нас усіх у пень ви- 
били, вистріляли. Німці до нас 
прийшли 30 червня вранці, 0 
3-1. 25, 26, 27 червня - це були 
дні страшної масакри у Львові 
у в'язницях. НКВД вбивали 
страшним способом i давніх 
в'язнів, 1 свіжо приведених», — 
писав отець Климентій у листі 7 
липня 1941 року до Станіслава. 
Він інформував, що «точної 
кількості не можна було конста- 
тувати - бо трупи по підвалах, 
у викопаних ямах лежали ку- 
пами по декілька метрів, а це 
спека, все розкладалося так, що 
санітарна служба мусила там, 
де вони лежали, їх замуровува- 
ти. Тисячі жертв у Бригідках, 
у в'язниці на Замарстинові, в 
давній жандармерії на вулиці 
Сапіги і Лонцького, в Інвалідах - 
також жінки 1 діти - 9/10 із них 
становили українці. З провінції 
також надходять жахливі 
звістки: в Стрию винищених 
близько 560, в Дубні, Луцьку — 
більш як півтори тисячі, багато 
наших священиків; у Дрогобичі 
цілий монастир Василіан...». 

Тоді 27 червня 1941 року від 
бомби загорівся Святоюрський 
собор, але дивом пожежа всього 
не знищила. Бо львів'яни «голи- 


ми руками» гасили вогонь. 

«Характер інформації у ли- 
стах різноманітний і цінний. Як 
передмову, використовуємо спо- 
гади сестри Ванди, племінниці 
Климентія Шептицького, яка 


пішла також у монастир. Вона 
описує період початку ХХ 
Прод. на ст. 19 
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Прод. із ст. 18 

століття, пише про українців, 
поляків, роль предків через 
призму | українсько-польських 
у стосунків. Листи маємо в 
оригіналі, але племінник Шеп- 
тицького полегшив нам робо- 
ту - він ці листи надрукував. 
Прізвища, населені пункти, які 
згадуються у листах, все це ми 
прокоментували, з датами жит- 
тя, щоб можна було зрозуміти, 
що за люди згадуються і яку 
вони роль відіграли у житті отця 
Климентія, родини ШШептиць- 
ких»,- каже перекладач, редак- 
тор Іван Матковський. 

У роки німецької окупації 
отець Климентій разом із бра- 
том - митрополитом Андреєм 
— переховував євреїв, зокрема 
у Свято-Іванівській (нині му- 
зей архітектури та побуту) і в 
Унівській лаврах, настоятелем 
яких він був. Завдяки братам 
Шептицьким було врятовано по- 
над 200 євреїв від нацистів. 

Останній лист отця Климентія 
до брата Станіслава Шептицького, 
який мешкав у Польщі у Корчині, 
датований зі Львова | листопа- 
да 1945 року. Рівно рік минув від 
смерті митрополита Андрея. Рівно 
стільки ж часу до отця Климентія 
не доходила жодна вістка від ро- 
дини з Польщі, У Західній Україні 
вже вдруге понад рік керувала ра- 
дянська влада. 

«Я тут лишився сам - саме 
сьогодні річниця смерті митро- 
полита, власне, повертаюся зі 
Святої Літургії, відправленої 


біля Його гробниці (у святому 
Юрі), заміненої на каплицю. На 
днях виїжджаю до Унева, тому 
що влада не хоче, щоб далі я пе- 
ребував у Львові. Найсердечніше 
Вас всіх від душі і серця я вітаю 
і обнімаю. До побачення, але де 
і коли. Мабуть, швидше за все, 
на тому світі», - писав отець 
Климентій, усвідомлюючи, що 
буде арештований. Адже вже у 
травні були ув'язнені єпископи 
УГКЦ, радянська влада при- 
мушувала духовенство перехо- 
дити на православ'я. На жодну 
співпрацю з окупаційним режи- 
мом отець Климентій не пого- 
MBCA. 

5 червня 1947 року отець 
Климентій був заарештований 
НКВД в Унівській лаврі. Його 
звинуватили в антирадянській 
пропаганді, у співпраці з Ва- 
тиканом. Отець Климентій ви- 
тримав 45 допитів НКВД. А 28 
лютого 1948 року, у 79-річному 
віці, був засуджений на 8 
років тюремного ув'язнення. 
Архімандрит Климентій Шеп- 
тицький помер 1 травня 1951 
року у Володимирській в'язниці. 
Довший час не було відомо про 
дату і місце його смерті. 

Про отця Климентія мало зга- 
дували і говорили. Та й донині 
ця постать майже не знана, 
грунтовно не досліджене його 
життя та діяльність. Вихід його 
листів до брата Станіслава та 
членів родини - це лише пер- 
ший крок. Сьогодні розпочато 
роботу над перекладом чотири- 


томника його праці про маму 
Софію з Фредрів Шептицьку. На 
оригіналі написано рукою отця 
Климентія: «Про нашу матір 
Софію з Фредрів Шептицьку, на 
основі її листів. Для родини і на- 
ступних поколінь нашої родини. 
Відредагував і зібрав Казимир 
Шептицький». 

Графиня Софія та граф Іван 
Шептицькі мали шістьох дітей: 
Стефан помер у 2 роки, син 
Юрій від важкої недуги відійшов 
у вічність у юнацькі роки, Роман 
- митрополит Андрей Шептиць- 
кий, Станіслав - генерал польсь- 
кого війська, Олександр, Кази- 
мир - архімандрит Климентій, 
наймолодший Леон. 

Софія Фредро мріяла про 
доньку і навіть писала, коли на- 
родився Казимир: «Отже, хло- 
пець. Не знаю, скільки з тим сло- 
вом зникло мидляних бульбашок 
- так я мріяла, що буде донька, 
моя донька... Ціле літо дзвеніло 
коло серця.. Що ж діяти - Бог 
знає, що робить...» 

Серед архівів, які збереглись 
у монастирі «Студіон», також 
віднайшли невідомі | донині 
листи Софії до родини, зокре- 
ма до її синів, які зібрав отець 
Климентій, є і його особисті ли- 
сти до митрополита Андрея. 

Це унікальна знахідка щодо 
вивчення життя та діяльності 
братів Шептицьких, наголошує 
упорядник видань отець Юстин 
Бойко. Є сподівання, що всі ці 
архівні матеріали невдовзі бу- 
дуть видані. 


У Львові Музею народної архітектури 
присвоїли ім'я Климентія Шептицького 


(Радіо Свобода) -Львівська 
міськрада з присвоїла | Музею 
народної архітектури і побуту 
їм'я архімандрита Климентія 
Шептицького. За рішення прого- 
лосувала більшість депутатів. 

Головним аргументом € 
Te, що повернуто історичну 
справедливість: брати Андрей і 
Климентій Шептицькі були фун- 
даторами майбутнього музею. 

«Цей документ підготовлено 
з метою вшанування блаженно- 
го Климентія Шептицького, за- 
вдяки участі якого на територію 


Музею народної архітектури 
та побуту була перенесена 
унікальна пам'ятка сакрального 
мистецтва — церква святого Ми- 
колая Чудотворця з села Кривки 
Турківського району», - мовить- 
ся у поясненні до ухвали. 
Офіційно музей мав назву Музей 
народної архітектури і побуту, а 
львів'яни його називають просто — 
Шевченківський гай, Кайзервальд. 
Згідно з науковими 
дослідженнями, Ha території 
музею у 1927 році митрополит 
Андрей Шептицький і його брат, 


отець Климентій Шептицький 
заснували Свято-Іванівську Лав- 
ру Студійського уставу УГКЦ. 
Шептицькі за свої гроші прид- 
бали землю і будинок, але не по- 
чали будівництво нової церкви 


"для потреб монастиря, а дослуха- 


лися до поради мистецтвознавців 
Михайла Драгана та Іларіона 
Свенціцького і у 1930 році пере- 
везли у Львів із Турківщини 
бойківську дерев'яну | церкву 
1763 року. І цей храм став пер- 
шим експонатом Музею народної 
архітектури і побуту. 


Козацькі пісні Дніпропетровщини 


Прод. із ст. 16 


проекти 3 розписом можна 
назвати цікавими, - пропозиція 
зробити «петриківку» символом 
«Євробачення», вона була 
дуже позитивно сприйнята, 
безкоштовний календар | (їз 
розписом, наприклад. Але це 
приватні ініціативи, Тому можна 
сказати, що у нас все тримається 
на волонтерах», - зазначив у 
коментарі Радіо Свобода Ігор 
Лісний. 
Дніпровський 
Андрій  Золотарьов 
отримання статусу тепер 
накладає Ha державу певні 
зобов'язання - зберігати козацькі 
пісні й вкладати в це немалі 
кошти. На його думку, рішення 
ЮНЕСКО допоможе Україні 
покращити свій імідж у овіті, 
головне - не політизувати подію. 
«Країна повинна мати те, що 
її ідентифікує, те, що створює 
її власне, неповторне обличчя. 
Звісно, крок у цьому напрямку 
правильний i Horo треба 


політолог 
зазначає: 


міжнародної організації, однак 
суттєво на розвиток мистецтва 
це не вплинуло, вважає арт- 


менеджер, засновник проекту 
petrykivka.dp.ua, студент 
Львівської академії мистецтв 


Ігор Лісний. 

«Статус цей дуже важливий і 
вказує на проблему, що така є, і 
що вона має важливість не тільки 


для України, але і для світу. Але" 


це, в першу чергу, важливо для 
нас самих. Ми маємо звернути 
на це увагу, 1 ЮНЕСКО про 
це говорить у такий спосіб. 
Адже, що «петриківка», що 
козацькі пісні перебувають 
відносно у стані занепаду. За 
ті роки, що «петриківка» має 


статус ЮНЕСКО, відбулося 
багато всього, але якісного 
перетворення не сталось. 


Можливо це пов'язано з тією 
ситуацію, що заразєв Україні, але 
«петриківкою» ніхто серйозно 
не зайнявся. Вона собі як була 
таким примітивним мистецтвом 
з кітчевими сувенірами, так 
ним і д залишається. Деякі 


вітати. В України недостатньо 
таких символів, тому | для 
пересічного європейця вона 
маловідома. Але треба, щоб 
ці речі не політизувались. З 
культурологічними речами не 
можна гратись в політику. На 
жаль, я дивлюсь, як сприйняли 
у Фейсбуці: замість того, 
щоб спільно радіти, точаться 
політичні дискусії, починають 
зводити політичні рахунки... 
Безумовно, це зобов'яже державу 
підтримувати | цю спадщину, 
покладе на державу обов'язок 
фінансово підтримувати 
збереження пісень», - сказав 
у коментарі Радіо Свобода 
політолог. 

Окрім козацьких пісень 
Дніпропетровщини та 
петриківського розпису, в Україні 
є ще нематеріальний культурний 
спадок, що потребує захисту. 
До національного переліку 
включені ще Опішнянська 
кераміка, Косівська мальована 
кераміка,  Кролевецькі ткані 
рушники та культура хліба. 
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We, at Ukrainian News, would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the many businesses and people who have supported 
us in 50 many ways throughout 2017 То our readers, donors, 
advertisers and contributing writers we offer our sincere 
thanks. May you all have a very Merry Christmas and be 


blessed with health and prosperity in the New Year. 
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Видавець та працівники 
редакції «Українських Вістей» 


Ukrainian News accepts 
VISA and Mastercard! 


Call 780-488-3693 


01 0 


Чопп О. Рибіїс 


ап. 19 - Feb 1, 2017 


00000 - 00 St. 
Anytown, Prov. Postal Code 


ЦІНИ / PRICES 
ціна включає GST 


У Канаді / In Canada: 


1 pik/year (24 примірники/із5цез) 540.00 Кан/Спа 
2 роки/усаг5 (48 примірників/і55це5) $75.00 Кан/Спа 


У США / In the USA: 


1 рік/усаг (24 npumipHuKn/issues) $65.00 CLIA/US 
2 poxu/years (48 npumipHukis/issues) $125.00 CLIIA/US 


Поза Канадою та США / Outside Canada апа the USA: 
| pik/year (24 примірники/і55ие5) $125.00 Кан/Спа 
2 роки/уеаг5 (48 примірників/і55це5) $225.00 Кан/Спа 


Для відновлення передплати, заповніть нижче подану 


форму й надішліть її до: 


То renew subscription, fill out the form below and mail it to: 


Усі чеки чи грошові перекази адресуйте на Ukrainian News. 
Please make all cheques, or money orders payable to Ukrainian News. 


Name 
Address 
City. 


Ukrainian News 
PO Box 38006 RPO Capilano 
Edmonton, Alberta, T6A 3Y6 


Tel.: 780-488-3693; Fax: 780-488-3859 


20 
Correction 


In the previous issue’s story on the Holodomor commemoration in 
the Saskatchewan Legislature, we stated that the keynote address had 
been delivered by former Deputy Premier Ken Krawetz, It was actually 
delivered by Yorkton MLA Greg Ottenbreit, Minister Responsible for 
Rural and Remote Health. 


All the best to you 
and yours for a magical holiday season 


Христос Раждається! | 
Darka, Kate, Kyle, Joshua and Todd 
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16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA TSP 4A8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; РАХ:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
We specialize in Ukrainian Beer and Vodka 
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Edmonton Granite Memorials 


Has Moved! 


After 28 years at our former location at 97 Street 
and 110 Ave., we have moved to a brand new 
location at 13623 - 149 Street 
to serve you better. 


Open Mon to Friday 8:00 till 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 till 4:00 
Ph: 425-6311, 425-6320 


Ukrainian Меуу5/Українські вісті, Jan. 1 - 18, 1 - 18 січня, 2017 


Standing ovation in Kyiv 
for “Okradena Zemlya” 


(mmlinc)—The feature docu- 
mentary film “Okradena Zem- 
lya” was premiered in Kyiv at 
“Ukrajins’*kyj Dim” (Ukraine 
House) on Khyrshchatyk Street, 
November 25 to a standing ovation. 
The showing was organized by The 
National Museum “Memorial to 
the Victims of Holodomor” with 
The Ukrainian Institute of National 
Memory, as part of the worldwide 
Holodomor commemorations. 

Official invitations were mailed 
to various dignitaries, including 
those that participated in the film 
and were interviewed in the docu- 
mentary such Ivan Drach, 

Dr. Hennadij Boriak, Prof. Уигі) 
Shapoval, Prof Roman Serbyn. 
Admission being free, volunteers 
handed out invitations to the gen- 
eral public at Kyiv subways and at 
universities. 

Opening remarks at the premiere 
were given by organizer Nina Lap- 
chynska and head archivist at the 
museum. As the tail credits of the 
film rolled, the audience stood, 
moved to tears. This was followed 
by Lesia Hasydzhak, general direc- 
tor of the National Museum, who 
spoke of the importance to continue 
researching and gathering evidence 
of the genocide. Prof. Volody- 
myr Serhijchuk of the National 
University of Taras Shevchenko, 
whose both mother and father were 
victims of the famine, and Oles’ 
Yanchuk of the Dovzhenko Film 
Studio were among those that also 
spoke following the film. Both em- 
phasized how powerfully the film 
captures the broad scope of the 
genocide and the need to make the 
documentary available to schools 
and teachers throughout Ukraine. 
Film critic Larysa Naumova called 
it “very powerful”. 

Filmmaker Yurij Luhovy, con- 
tacted in Montreal stated, “who 
would have thought then that eight 
decades after the famine-genocide, 
this documentary would be shown 
in Kyiv, knowing this whole area 
was once closed off to the West, 
gripped in terror as the man-made 
famine was denied. I am grate- 
ful to all that supported making 
“Okradena Zemlya” and am moved 
it is so well received”. 

“Okradena Zemlya” was рго- 
duced and directed by Yurij Lu- 


To us, intelligent energy means leveraging clean and green technologies. 


Seizing new and innovative partnering opportunities. It means balancing a focus on growth 
with a commitment to excellence. Constructing and managing each facility throughout its 
lifecycle. And it means delivering - on time and on budget. 

As we look to the future, our vision remains: to create sustainable value for customers, 
shareholders and communities — and a greener future for our planet. 


- А 


PHOTO — УАМА НВУМ'КО 
Oles’ Yanchuk (right) speaking at the Kyiv premiere with organizer Nina 
Lapchynska. 


hovy, narrated by national artist ing Best Historical Film and Best 


of Ukraine Bohdan Beniuk, with 
music by Kyiv composer Roman 
Luhovy who attended the premiere. 

Filmed in eastern Ukraine, the 
documentary is based on survivor 
testimonies, commentaries by his- 
torians, declassified Soviet archival 
documents and rare historical foot- 
age. Many areas where the docu- 
mentary was filmed is no longer ac- 
cessible, but reduced to rubble with 
Russia’s invasion and backing an 
ongoing war. Once again evidence 
of Moscow’s never-ending destruc- 
tion of the Ukrainian nation. 

The English version of the 


Documentary. 

To complete the Ukrainian- 
language Education version of 
“Okradena Zemlya” (26min and 


- §2mins оп one dvd) for Ukrainian 


schools community support is re- 
quired. Both shortened school ver- 
sions are done. This version could 
be made available to Ukrainian 
schools and educators very shortly 
with support to help pay the final 
lab fees. For further information 
please contact: Yurij Luhovy at 
mmlinc@hotmail.com, see www. 
yluhovy.com, or call 514 481 5871. 

The feature documentary 


“Okradena Zemlya” was endorsed 
by the World Congress of Ukrain- 


feature documentary (75mins.) 
“Genocide Revealed” garnered 
12 international awards includ- 


NATO chief says alliance, 
Moscow still at odds over Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—NATO and Russia still “have profound disagreements on 
the crisis” in Ukraine, the head of the Western military alliance says. 

NATO Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg made the comments after 
the NATO-Russia Council, their main forum for dialogue, held more than 
three hours of talks in Brussels on December 19. 

It was only the third such meeting of the council in 2016. 

NATO has suspended all practical cooperation with Russia after Mos- 
cow’s seizure and annexation of Ukraine’s Crimea Peninsula in March 
2014. 

Stoltenberg said NATO allies “reiterated their strong support for 
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity,” and insisted that they 
would never “recognize Russia’s illegal and illegitimate annexation of 
Crimea.” 

The meeting also looked at ways to avoid incidents and accidents be- 
tween Russian and NATO forces. 

Russia has annoyed NATO with snap military exercises or by buzzing 
the alliance’s ships and aircraft with fighter jets, as well as what NATO 
sees as aggressive use of propaganda. 

Douglas Lute, the U.S. ambassador to NATO, told ABC News on De- 
cember 18 that “I don’t believe that anyone in Russia today intends to 
attack NATO.” 

But Lute added, “I worry about attempts by Russia...to influence pol- 
itical campaigns, flooding allied capitals, the news media with misinfor- 
mation or disinformation and all these with an attempt to fragment in- 
ternally our societies, perhaps distort our political processes, and to sow 
discontent and a lack of cohesion across the allies.” 
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Direct Famine Losses in Ukraine by Region, 1932-1934 
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Plokhy delivers Toronto Annual 
Ukrainian Famine Lecture 


(HREC/CIUS)—The Nineteenth 
Toronto Annual Ukrainian Famine 
Lecture was delivered on Novem- 
ber 11, 2016, by Serhii Plokhy, 
Mykhailo Hrushevs’kyi Professor 
of Ukrainian History and Director 
of the Ukrainian Research Insti- 
tute (HURI) at Harvard Univer- 
sity. His presentation, attended by 
_-a full auditorium at the University 
of Toronto, was titled “The Fields 
of Sorrow: Mapping the Great 
Ukrainian Famine.” 

The event was organized by the 
Holodomor Research and Educa- 
tion Consortium (HREC) at the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (University of Alberta) 
with the support of the Petro Jacyk 
Program for the Study of Ukraine 
(Centre for European, Russian, 
and Eurasian Studies, University 
of Toronto); the Canadian Founda- 
tion for Ukrainian Studies; and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress (To- 
ronto Branch). 

Professor Plokhy provided an 
overview of the HURI project 
“Mapa: Digital Atlas of Ukraine.” 
One of the most striking maps, 
“Total Direct Famine Losses in 
Ukraine by Region, 1932-1934,” 
shows that the area hardest hit by 
the Holodomor was the central 


Ukrainian heartland in the Kyiv 
and Kharkiv oblasts rather than 
the main grain-growing region of 
southern Ukraine, which had suf- 
fered the most during the famine 
of the early 1920s when the Soviet 
Union had accepted food aid. One 
possible explanation for the lower 
losses in southern Ukraine in 1932- 
1934 is that because the region had 
higher levels of collectivization, 
the population was not subjected 
to the same degree of punitive in- 
kind taxes that meant the seizure of 
foodstuffs. 

He noted that the Soviet Union 
was hiring Western expertise for its 
ambitious industrial projects such 
as the Dnieper Hydroelectric Sta- 
tion (Dniprohes) in Zaporizhia at 
a time when the United States was 
reeling from the effects of the Great 
Depression. The cost of Soviet in- 
dustrial development including the 
Dniprohes venture was enormous, 
paid for largely by the agricultural 
sector. As Professor Plokhy com- 
mented, one needed only to look 
just beyond the boundaries of the 
city “to see where the money was 
coming from,” as surrounding vil- 
lages were being squeezed of all 
grain to underwrite Soviet indus- 
talization. Grain requisitioning 


Polish ambassador calls 


Przemysl incident provocation 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The situation 


in Przemysl, Poland, where during 


an Independence Day march on Dec. 10 anti-Ukrainian slogans were 

heard, resembles a provocation designed to drive a wedge between Poles 

and Ukrainians, Poland’s ambassador to Ukraine Yan Pieklo has said. 
“I see Russian methodology here, to pit Poles against Ukrainians,” he 


said during a press conference, titled 


“Diplomats without Ties,” on Dec. 


13 in Kyiv. Pieklo added there also exists an element of hybrid warfare, 
which is being conducted by Russia against Europe. 

“In fact, it’s rather difficult for the pro-Putin Russia to put together a 
pro-Russia lobby in Poland, the same as in Ukraine ... What to do in this 
situation? Pit the Poles against the Ukrainians,” the ambassador said. 

As earlier reported, on Dec. 10 in Przemysl, Poland, during the annual 
March of the Eagles of Przemysl and Lviv, a marcher screamed, “Death 
to Ukrainians” when the column reached the office of the Ukrainian 


People’s House in the city, 


Ambassador of Ukraine to the Republic of Poland Andriy Deshchytsia 


teacted by condemning any acts and 


calls that lead to ethnic strife. 


“Such provocations in the statements of one person can destroy the 
legacy of official and public work of Poland and Ukraine,” the Ukrainian 


diplomat said. 


was conducted in a brutal manner, 
and by 1932 people were dying — 
the Ukrainian Famine of 1932-33 
had begun. Additionally, Profes- 
sor Plokhy discussed the assault on 
Ukrainian cultural figures and in- 
stitutions as well as Party officials 
that accompanied the Famine, not- 
ing that the impact of collectiviza- 
tion and the Holodomor amounted 
to the destruction of the traditional 
social order in Ukraine. A lively 
question-and-answer session fol- 
lowed. 


Sincerely, 


May peace, health, happiness, and joy surround you in abundance 
this Christmas season and throughout the New Year. 

At this time, our thoughts turn in grateful appreciation to you, our donors, 

friends, and colleagues, who make our work possible with your continued support. 

May the blessings of Christmas be with you today and always! 


The Director and Staff at the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
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Next issue to be т: n. 16 
The next issue of Ukrainian will be 


mailed January 16, 2017, as the staff takes its 
annual Christmas break. 


ACUA Gallery & Artisan Boutique 


Unique and original pieces of Ukrainian art and artisan crafts and Ukrainian є 
books and music бог sale. Ukrainian folk art workshops, fine and culinary art 
workshops, and cultural events and programming. 
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i Новим Роком! Надіємось що Ви весело і щасливо своїми 
родинами проведете свята. Нехай Бог благословить Вас і 

Вашу родину, друзів та знайомих. 


Христос Раждається! Славім Його! 
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Зичимо Вам злагоди, міцного здоров'я та 
гарного настрою впродовж свят 
та в Новому Році. 
У цей святковий час ми щиро дякуємо 
вам, нашим меценатам, друзям і колегам за 
постійну підтримку... 
яв Нехай завжди з Вами буде Божа ласка! 
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З Директор та співробітники 
Канадоікоїв інституту українських студій 


Glorify Him! Славімо Його! 
? CENTRE FOR UKRAINIAN CANADIAN STUDIES 
ЦЕНТР УКРАЇНСЬКО-КАНАДС ЬКИХ СТУДІЙ 
UNIVERSITY OF MANITOBA, FACULTY OF ARTS 


May 2017 be a year of prosperity, health, 
lifelong learning and happiness! a 

ae tel: (204}-474-8906 

@ email: cucs@umanitoba.ca 


ie website: hitp://umanitobs.ca/facuities/arts/ 
departments/ukrainian_canadian_studies 


zone on Nov. 29. 


By Oksana Grytsenko, Kyiv Post 
Every day some 70 residents of 
Ukrainian-controlled Verkhniotor- 
etske cross the war’s front line to 
go to work in Yasynuvata, a big 
railway junction city of 37,600 
residents under the control of Rus- 
sian-backed separatists. 

Most of them work at the state- 
run Ukrzaliznytsia railway com- 
pany, and get salaries from Ukraine. 

When crossing either by car, on 
foot or by bicycle, people show 
their passports to the soldiers, 
tiredly but obediently, at the final 
checkpoint. Over the more than 30 
months of Russia’s war in eastern 
Ukzaine, the locals have adapted to 
the new reality, and try to get the 
most out of it. 

They register on both sides to get 
double pensions and humanitarian 
aid. They buy and resell products to 
make ends meet. They don’t speak 
about politics and pray for the end 
of shelling and free passage across 
the war front. 

The war split Verkhniotoretske, a 
town in Donetsk Oblast about 670 
kilometers southeast of Kyiv, into two 
parts — between Ukrainian govern- 
ment and Russian-separatist forces. 
Its population on Ukraine-controlled 
territory shrank from 4,300 people to 
just the 3,100 remaining now, the lo- 
cal authorities estimate. 


Oil Painting by Peter Shostak 


Конгрес Українців Канади 
Сердечно вітає Вас з Різдвом Христовим i Новим Роком! 
Висловлюємо найкращі побажання Ієрархам Українських 
Церков, Крайовим Проводам та членам Складових 
Організацій Конгресу, всій українсько-канадській громаді 
та всьому українському народові на Батьківщині та в 
Діаспорі! Зичимо Вам та Вашим родинам Божого 
благословення і щиро дякуємо за допомогу у праці 


Конгресу. 
Веселих та щасливих святі! 


Христос Рождається! Славімо Його! 
www.ucc.ca | 1-866-942-4627 


Share the joy! 


Happy Holidays from the staff, managers 
and board of directors of Servus Credit Union. 
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The Kryviy Torets River bisects 
the town in several places, creat- 
ing a picturesque rural scene, often 
marred, however, by the view of 
boarded-up windows, and sounds 
of shelling. 

Some 100 houses in Verkhniotor- 
etske remain in a gray zone, a ter- 
ritory some 550 meters wide be- 
tween the last checkpoints of the 
Ukzainian troops and the Russian- 
backed separatists. 

Nastia, 10, lives in one of these 
houses and crosses the Ukrainian 
checkpoint every day on her way 
to school. “It’s not easy, but what 
can we do,” said her grandmother, 
Tamara Ivanivna, who refused to 
give hers and Nastia’s last names 
for safety reasons. 

Tamara Ivanivna, 78, lives in 
separatist-held Yasynuvata just 12 
kilometers from Verkniotoretske 
because “it’s easier to get humani- 
tarian aid there.” 

In Yasynuvata, this small smiling 
elderly woman receives from the 
separatist authorities some $40 per 
month as her pension, which is paid 
in Russian rubles. She also plans to 
travel next week to Verkhniotoretske 
to receive the status of internally 
displaced persons and permission to 
cross the checkpoint freely. 

“Many people got the IDP papers 
despite still living in Yasynuvata, 
Makiyivka and Donetsk,” said 
Dima, a local resident who refused 
to give his last name fearing retri- 
bution from the authorities. 

Verkhniotoretske has a unique 
crossing point, without huge lines 
of people, border guards, state se- 
curity and fiscal service officers. 
There are just the soldiers, who 
allow crossing the separation line 
only to people with local registra- 
tion papers and to IDPs. 

This gives the locals an oppor- 
tunity to buy food on the Ukrain- 
ian side and re-sell it in the sep- 
aratist-controlled zone, where the 
prices are at least two times higher. 
Dima says a piece of sausage costs 
some $3 in Ukrainian territory and 
$6 across the border, while one 
kilogram of lard is $2.20 on the 
Ukrainian side and about $5 on the 
separatist-controlled side. 

The law bans the transfer of 
more than 50 kilograms of food per 
person across the frontline, so there 
are no trucks but just minivans, 
which frequently travel across 
the lines. Only soldiers and locals 
know what exactly is being carried 
in these vehicles. 

One soldier said that smuggling 
used to exist in Verkhniotoretske 
before, but after his 72nd brigade 
was stationed in the town about a 
month ago, it was stamped out. 

Many people also travel to Ver- 
khniotoretske from the separatist 
side for some cheap food. The town 
has about a dozen of shops with 
various products. In one of them, 


PHOTO — ANASTASIA VLASOVA 


Ukrainian soldier checks the passport of a man from Verkhniotoretske who is heading to the separatist-held 


War-divided Donbas town 
adapts to hard new realities 


the Kyiv Post saw cans of artificial 
black and red caviar produced in 
Rostov region in southern Russia. 

Another shop used to sell a range 
of souvenirs with separatist sym- 
bols before the Ukrainian soldiers 
made them stop. 

The residents don’t argue with 
the soldiers. But most of them keep 
to Moscow time, by which the sep- 
aratist side lives. They need to keep 
in mind the different time zones to 
pass through the checkpoints in 
good time. Verkhniotoretske has a 
curfew from 5 pm to 7 am. 

The public minibuses to the clos- 
est Ukrainian town of Ocheretyne 
go once every two days, while there 
are daily marshrutkas (taxi buses) to 
separatist-held Yasynuvata. 

The locals can’t avoid exposure 
to Russian propaganda since there 
is no Ukrainian TV in their town. 
They just have the separatist Union 
and Oplot channels and the Rus- 
sian state-owned Rossia 1. 

Despite President Petro Poro- 
shenko and his close friend, Min- 
ister of Information Yuriy Stets, 
pledging to provide Ukrainian ADVI 
broadcasting all over the Ukrain- 
jan-controlled Donbas, even the 
Ukrainian soldiers in Verkhniotor- 
etske have to watch Russian TV. 

“This is disgraceful. It looks like 
someone is sabotaging (Ukrainian 
broadcasting) to keep these people 
under Russian influence,” said a 
military officer with the nom-de- 
guerre Barney. 

Bamey’s unit, based predomin- 
antly in the abandoned and mas- 
sively looted people’s houses, 
regularly gets fired on by machine 
guns from the village of Chervony 
Partyzan, which used to be a part of 
Verkniotoretske before the war. 

The greatest amount of dam- 
age to Verkhniotoretske occurred 
in August-September 2014, when 
Ukrainian and separatist forces 
fought fierce battles for control 
over Yasynuvata. The local City 
Hall and hospital were destroyed. 
The locals had to live without water 
supplies for a year, and without 
electricity for several months. The 
roads were closed even to vehicles 
with coffins, so people had to bury 
their dead relatives wrapped in car- 
pets or plastic film. 

Despite the City Hall now being 
based in a community center and a 
hospital occupying part of a school 
building, the town has revived, es- 
pecially on days when humanitar- 
jan organizations come there. 

On Nov. 28 several dozen resi- 
dents were standing in the school 
building, waiting with vouchers for 
food to be delivered by the Czech 
charity group People in Need. 

Some two hundred meters away 
was a truck of the charity foundation 
of Ukraine’s richest oligarch Rinat 


Akhmetov, which was deliverin 
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Dutch court rules Crimean treasures 
must be returned to Ukraine 


зо 


Wishing you a wonderful Holiday season 1 
and all the best for a prosperous 2017! 
. З РІЗДВОМ! 


(RFE/RL)—A Dutch court has 
tuled that a priceless collection 
of gold artifacts from Crimea that 
were on loan to a Dutch museum 
when Russia occupied the penin- 
sula must be returned to Ukraine. 

The Amsterdam district court 
said on December 14 that Crimea 
was not a sovereign country and 
so could not claim the treasures as 
cultural heritage. 

The ruling drew a swift and angry 
reaction from Russia and praise from 
Ukraine, whose president said it 
means that “Crimea is ours, period.” 

Kyiv and four museums in Cri- 
mea have been wrangling over the 
fate of the archeological treasures, 
which range from pots to a Scyth- 
ian helmet dating back more than 
2,000 years, ever since Russia 
seized control of the Ukrainian 
peninsula in March 2014. 

The Ukrainian government 
claimed that, as state property, they 
could not be returned to territory 
outside its control, while the Cri- 
mean museums argued the objects 
must be returned by the Nether- 
lands to the institutions from which 
they were on loan. 

The treasures, popularly known 
as Scythian gold, are in the Nether- 
lands because they were borrowed 
from the four museums in Crimea 
and one in Kyiv for an exhibition 
in early 2014 at Amsterdam’s Al- 
lard Pierson Museum. 

“The court ruling is that the arti- 
facts have to be brought back to the 
state of Ukraine as they form a part 
of the cultural heritage of the state 
of Ukraine,” Шуа Bilderbeek, a 
spokesman for the Amsterdam dis- 
trict court, said. 

Shortly after the court issued its 
ruling, the Russian Culture Ministry 
said the decision “violates the prin- 
ciples of international exchanges be- 
tween museums and the right of the 
people of the Crimea to have access 
to their own cultural heritage.” 

The ministry called the ruling 
an “extremely negative precedent” 
and said it contradicted “the norms 
of international law on the protec- 
tion of cultural values.” 

Russian Culture Minister Vladi- 
mir Medinsky had said earlier that 
a decision in favor of Kyiv would 
be “pure theft.” 

Ukrainian President Petro Poro- 
shenko welcomed the ruling in a 
post on his Facebook page. 


The treasures are popularly known as Scythian gold in reference to refer- 
ence to the seminomadic tribes who lived in the region in ancient times. 


“The decision by the district 
court in Amsterdam means that not 
only the Scythian gold is Ukrain- 
ian. Crimea is also Ukrainian, Cri- 
mea is ours, period,” he said. 

Kyiv had argued that the country 
of origin is Ukraine, not Russia. 

“Crimea is part of Ukraine [and] 
it is only our national authorities 
that can decide to which museum 
[the artifacts] should return,” 
Ukrainian Deputy Culture Minister 
Svitlana Fomenko told reporters at 
the courthouse on December 14. 

“As you know, Crimea is oc- 
cupied by Russian Federation and 
we have no access to Crimea,” Fo- 
menko said. “We cannot protect 
our cultural heritage in Crimea.” 

In testimony on December 12, the 
lawyer acting for Ukraine, Maar- 
ten Sanders, told the court that “in 
terms of UNESCO treaties on cul- 
tural heritage, the treasures have to 
go back to Kyiv for as long as the 
Crimea is occupied territory.” 

Meanwhile, the culture minis- 
ter in the Russian-imposed goy- 
ernment that administers Crimea, 
Arina Novoselskaya, said on De- 
cember 14 that the museums will 
appeal the court’s decision. 

The four Crimean museums have 
previously described the treasures as 
belonging to the people of Crimea. 

Andrei Malgin, director of the 
Tavrida Central Museum, told 
Dutch television on December 12 
that “this is the cultural heritage of 
local tribes and peoples.” 

The almost 600 artifacts, includ- 
ing pots, gold leaf and other objects, 
date back more than 2,000 years. 

Among the most valuable ob- 
jects are a 2,400-year-old Scyth- 
ian helmet, Han Dynasty lacquer 
boxes from the Silk Road, and a 
gilded scabbard. 


War-divided Donbas town 


Cont. from P. 22 


free food packages. The Akhmetov 
charity’s workers placed a sign with 
a warning that they would refuse aid 
to those who resell the charity food, 
try to get packages using the pass- 
ports of their deceased relatives, or 
those who say abusive things about 
Akhmetov’s foundation. 

With the first winter frosts hay- 
ing arrived, locals complain that 
soldiers have banned them from 
carrying cheap coal from separa- 
tist-controlled areas to heat their 
houses. “We made a list of 350 
people who need coal, but only 
some 100 of them managed to buy 
it,” said Olga Shalneva, the town’s 
executive mayor. 

Residents say that coal brought 
from Yasynuvata costs about $57 
per ton, which is less than half the 
price of the coal mined in Ukraine- 
controlled parts of the Donbas. And 
they are irritated to observe every 
day that trains loaded with coal 
pass through their town from Ya- 
synuvata to government-controlled 


Ukraine. The reverse trains carry 
wood used as pit props in the con- 
struction of coal mines. 

While all passenger trains stopped 
traveling to the separatist areas in 
late 2014, the cargo train connection 
was only briefly interrupted. 

Roman, a local resident who re- 
cently visited Donetsk, the ргоу- 
incial capital and now a separatist 
stronghold, said most of the busi- 
nesses there are barely surviving, 
except for the coal mines — most of 
which belong to Akhmetov. 

Roman refused to give his last 
name fearing for his safety. 

He added that the mine workers 
receive their salary in Ukrainian 
bank accounts, and then some- 
how manage through mediators to 
withdraw money in Russian rubles 
from them, despite the fact that no 
banks are working in this zone. 

“This is an interesting war,” said 
Roman. “Some lose, others gain.” 
Kyiv post photojournalist Anastasia 
Viasova contributed reporting to 
this story. 


The treasures from the four Cri- 
mean museums, which were dis- 
played in an exhibition titled The 
Crimea: Gold And Secrets From 
The Black Sea, have been in safe 
storage at the Dutch museum while 
awaiting the court’s decision. 

The German dpa news agency 
reports that the court on December 
14 ordered Kyiv to pay 111,000 
euros for the storage and security 
costs of the treasures. 

If the Dutch legal system accepts 
appeals in the case, the treasures 
could remain in storage for months 
more pending a final decision. 

The museum has already re- 
turned the pieces which belonged 
to a museum in Kyiv. 

In ancient history, Crimea was a 
crossroads for trade between Greeks 
and Romans in the west and Scyth- 
ians, Huns, and Tatars in the east. 

The treasures unearthed in Cri- 
mea are popularly referred to as 
Scythian in reference to the tribes 
of various ethnicities which shared 
a seminomadic lifestyle and for 
centuries dominated a broad swath 
of Eurasia extending from the edge 
of western Europe to the eastern 
frontier of China. 
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This has been a blessed year for 
Ukrainian-Albertans. 


_It was my sincere honour to vote to enshrine 
_ September 7 as Ukrainian-Canadian 
Heritage Day in Alberta. 


I was also proud to fight for all the Ukrainian 
Albertans who make their livings in the 
agriculture and energy sectors by opposing 
Bill 6 and the carbon tax, and proposing 


positive solutions to create jobs. 


\ Itis my honour to represent you and 
your family in the Legislature. 


May 2017 bring peace and prosperity 
0 you and all those you love. 


і) І y Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival У 
ieee Sond жо 


_ August 4th to 6th, 2017 * Dauphin, Manitoba 


201 7 во по Include: 


- 5 Amazing Grandstand Shows | - Vendors Pavilion and Food 
- 4 Stages with ongoing Booths 
Entertainment - Return Shuttle Service trom 
- З Evening Zabava’s Oauphin 
- 3 Evening Polka Parties - Cultural Activities and 
- Sunday Evening Headliner trom Demonstrations 
_ Ukraine ‘ - - Children’s Entertainment and 
- Amateur Talent Competition Inflatable - - Playzone 
- Interactive Ukrainian Heritage - Fresh Clay Oven Baked Bread. 
Village - Sunday Night Fireworks Show 
- Mraditional Cossack Camp - Dauphin Ag Heritage Club 
- Riding and Dancing Cossacks Threshing Demoand Display 
- Ukrainian Festival Parade And so much more... 


EARLY BIRD WEEKEND PASSES NOW ON SALE FOR ONLY $80, 
BUT ONLY FOR A LIMITED TIME! 
Day passes and camping passes also available! kee es 
Get your tickets in the Plaza off Main, Downtown Dauphin or call 204-622-4600. Also like 


Visit www.cnuf.ca for updates. | | СМОЕ, | 


oye Sloohsi 


